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To  Sonoita 


Jeff  Davis  group 
heads  for  Mexico 


By  Don  McGregor 


son  Davis  County,  the  commission  to  non-prescription  drugs  on  other  oc-  Jeff  Davis  County  Baptists  gathered  to  discuss  missions 
make  disciples  of  every  nation  finds  casions.  In  addition.  Sammy  Myers  endeavors  were,  ieft  to  right.  Robert  Schepemaker,  John 
its  fulfillment  in  the  dusty  village  of  made  a  trip  in  January  to  take  a  new  Kroner,  L.  B.  Atchison,  Randy  Easteriing,  Sonny  Magee, 

Sonoita,  Mexico,  just  south  of  Gila  motor  for  a  Ford  van  with  280,000  Coy  Tournage,  Kenneth  Stephens,  Larue  Magee,  IVan 
Bend,  Ariz.  miles  on  the  old  motor.  The  van  is 

A  30-mile  wide  stretch  of  land  in  ^  a  minion  volunteer  nained  mas  day.  For  Ihi^stmas  se^ice  possibiUUes  of  m 
Mexico  lies  along  the  United  Serna  who  lives  in  Arizona  but  toey  ^ssed  out  200  l^s  of  candy  as  to  open  up  and  f 
States-Mexico  boundary  where  no  to  the  ^ple  across  the  Christmas  prints  Jgers  pve  one  needs.  The  group 

missions  efforts  are  being  expended  bo^r  in  Mexico.  He  uses  the  vm  to  man  some  shirts,  including  one  he  tana.  The  week  I 
to  any  great  extent  because  of  its  re-  servicw^  A  rack  wm  weanng  at  the  time.  On  he^ng  no  trail 

moteness.  The  Baptists  of  Jeff  Davis  ^  Uum  double  (rftWs  a  Mexican  who  is  a  memter  of  ^nd  it  was  not  an 

Association,  and  particularly  those  li-passenger^paaty  of  the  vim.  the  Baptist  congregati^  gave  Myers 
of  Society  Hill  Chur^,  have  zeroed  in  He  has  transported  as  many  as  28  at  a  a  jacket  and  contributed  $47  for 
on  this  territory  as  if  it  were  their  .  ....  .  w  .a.  o  g^line  van  and  a  car. 

direct  mandate  in  the  Great  Com-  ^  ‘"P  ®  Myers  said  the  people  had  no  con- 

jni33ion  Mrs.BillyGreen.wifeofthepastorof  cept  of  the  gospel.  Some  walked  three 

White  Sand  Church,  will  teach  a  Bible  hours  to  get  to  services,  he  said,  and 
A  sizeable  group  from  the  associa-  school.  College  students  will  do  re-  three  surrendered  to  preach  on  the 
tion  will  leave  March  9  for  Sonoita  in  pair  work  on  buildings.  On  previous  last  night  of  the  visit, 
a  chartered  Trailways  bus,  in  cars,  trips  missionaries  have  done  the  Ian-  Sonny  Magee,  a  member  at  Society 

and  in  motor  homes  to  make  the  trip  guage  translating,  but  for  this  trip  Hill,  has  been  the  coordinator  for 

for  at  least  the  fourth  time  that  some-  there  have  been  18  people  taking  most  ot  the  missions  trips.  The  first 

one  in  the  association  has  been  there.  Spanish  lessons  at  Calvary  Church  in  one.to  Beulah,  Mont.,  came  about  as 

They  will  stay  until  March  18.  Bassfield.  the  result  of  a  story  in  the  Baptist  MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)— The  sistance  in  funding  for  volunteers. 

Several  churches  will  be  involved  Over  the  past  several  years  there  Record  which  noted  that  a  crew  that  General  Council  of  the  Fellowship  of  and  employment  needs  for  bi¬ 
in  this  trip.  A  group  of  men  gathered  have  been  about  33  people  from  Soci-  was  supposed  to  gather  couldn’t  Baptist  Men  has  been  urged,  “Let’s  vocational  pastors  were  among  op- 

at  Society  Hill  Church  for  a  church  ety  Hill  who  have  been  a  part  of  the  make  the  trip.  Magee,  a  carpenter,  get  out  and  do  something  after  the  portunities  discussed  at  the  Home 

Brotheriiood  meeting  recently  to  dis-  church’s  missions  endeavors,  ac-  organized  a  ^oup  of  men  to  take  care  meeting  is  over.’’  Mission  Board, 

cuss  their  previous  trips,  to  lay  plans  cording  to  Pastor  Ray  Henry.  The  of  the  emergency;  and  they  have  ^  „  Price  council  nresident  and  Nathan  Porter,  national  consultant 
for  the  one  to  come,  and  to  talk  to  the  trips  tegan  in  1978;  and  there  have  been  going  ever  since.  In  addition  to  ^  .w-  c-,  ♦  hum  do*"®stic  hunger  and  disaster  re- 

Baptist  Record  about  their  missions  been  31  separate  missions  expedi-  Beuli^  they  have  been  to  Medicine  „  ..  .  lief  at  the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  a 

endeavors.  Uons,  he  noted.  Bow,  Wyoming;  Victor,  and  Harlow-  niachinerv  is  in  to  tovolve  more  ^uest  at  the  council  meeting  in 

—  w «  •..  w  In  addition  to  Myers’ recent  trip  to  town  in  Montana.  Brotherhood  Ckimmission  offices  in 

The  tnp  beginmng  March  ^lU  be  Smioita,  there  have  been  two  other  In  Victor  they  built  a  church  build-  ____  *  February,  challenged  the  members 

•***  **1?'***^^  ®*c**rs*®**s  Mexican  village,  ingin  three  days.  In  Harlowtown  they  •  to  lead  men  to  get  involved  in  ser- 

lety  Hill  fcto  Iwve  discovers  great  November  some  members  of  the  found  a  church  that  was  down  to  six  in  Council  work  groups  reported  on  vices  to  poor  people, 

m^cal  needs  in  toe  area  am  plan  to  church  took  two  rental  trucks  loaded  attendance.  Over  a  period  of  16  the  fellowship’s  organization  and  He  said  it  is  a  good  thing  to  help 

1*  **^  "*  •  •  with  clothing  and  generators  to  months,  nine  women  had  kept  it  go-  structure;  mechanism  of  enroll-  construct  church  buildings,  but  poor 

nel,  and  supplies  on  this  trip.  They  Sonoita.  While  they  were  there  they  ing.  Now  the  attendance  averages  40.  ment,  process  of  leadership  discov-  people  often  have  a  greater  need  for 

discovered  the  need  for  medicine.  The  pastor  at  Harlowtown  is  Ed  ery  and  communication  of  program;  help  with  repairs  on  their  homes.  In 

and  by  Dec.  21  there  had  been  $2,000  Taylor,  who  surrendered  to  preach  at  suggestions  of  fellowships,  addition  to  offering  legal  services  to 

worth  contributed.  They  left  again  56.  and  develop^  resources  for  volun-  churches  and  denominational  or- 

for  the  1,600-mile  trip  just  before  Other  trips  have  been  to  North  teers  and  personal  evangelism.  ganizations,  he  urged  Baptist  attor- 

(^ristmas.  They  were  also  taking  Dakota  and  to  Woodstock,  Vt.  p  .  .  .  neys  to  help_ujiderprivileged  people 

clothes  again  and  $2,400  worth  of  L.  B.  Atchison,  director  of  mission  J who  often  have  pressing  legal  needs, 
beans  and  flour. ’They  left  $600  in  cash  in  Jeff  Davis  Association,  said  that  ^een  reiiowsmp  oi  oapiisi  ivi^  particularly  in  family  and  civil  mat- 
to  be  used  on  the  church  building.  Society  Hill  Church  is  important  in  ters. 

About  30  people  went  on  this  trip,  and  the  association’s  mission  ^forts.  ^  ®  ’ ®  Porter  added  in  poverty  areas  of 

they  ministered  in  four  villages  along  “They  get  things  going,  and  others  in  .  ®.  *  ^  the  United  States  few  children  have 

the  border.  They  had  services  at  10  the  association  pitch  in  on  it,’’  he  „  ,,  ^  ^  dentist  and  out-of-work 

a.m.  and  at  2  p.m.  and  6  p.m.  Some-  said.  They  give  their  testimonies  in  *'  people  need  educational  training  in 

times  the  2  p.m.  services  lasted  until  other  churches  to  encourage  others,  ”  *  ®"  “re-tooling”  them  for  today’s  job 

the  6  p.m.  services  began,  they  said,  he  noted.  -  The  laymen  abroad  program  and  market. 

It  took  all  of  Thursday,  FYiday,  and  Other  trips  have  been  to  Uruguay  evangelism  partnerships  were  iden-  Bill  Rhodes,,  an  attorney  from  At- 
Saturday  to  get  all  of  the  clothes  ac-  and  to  Mendoza  in  Argentina,  and  tified  as  two  methods  used  by  the  lanta,  and  first  vice  president  of  the 
ross  the  border.  Pastor  Henry  recently  returned  from  Foreign  Mission  Board  where  Bap-  council,  reported  on  the  successful 

The  group  spent  a  week  in  Mexico  a  second  trip  to  Mendoza.  tist  men  can  g^t  directly  involved,  organization  of  a  Fellowship  ot  Bap- 

on  this  trip  and  was  there  on  Christ-  ilenry  said  he  had  been  praying  for  The  need  for  more  volunteers,  as-  tist  lawyers  from  Georgia. 


Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men 


Sammy  iwlysrs.  left,  a  member  of  Soc¬ 
iety  Hill  Church,  Jeff  Davis  Association, 
discusses  a  trip  to  Mexico  with  L.  B. 
Atchison,  director  of  missions  for  the 
association. 
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Gambling: 

who  are  the  winners? 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

Former  Cowboy 
talks  about  drinking 

From  “The  Lifeline,”  First  Church,  Pampa,  Texas  ^ 


The  failure  to  vote  by  a  representa¬ 
tive  who  was  present  may  have  al¬ 
lowed  the  lottery  bill  (HCR  4)  to  slip 
through  the  house.  On  Thursday  of 
last  week  it  failed,  for,  being  a  con-*~ 
stitutional  amendment,  it  requires  a 
two-thirds  majority  for  passage.  It 
had  a  simple  majority  (A  ^  votes  to  54 
but  need^  81.  The  politicos  in  the 
House  had  it  held  over  for  reconsid¬ 
eration  and  went  to  work.  On  Friday 
it  passed  by  the  exact  number 
needed,  75  of  the  112  voting.  R.  G. 
Clark  had  voted  against  the  measure 
on  Thursday.  On  Friday  he  was  pre¬ 
sent  but  didn’t'vote. 

The  failure  to  halt  the  lottery,  how¬ 
ever,  cannot  be  blamed  on  Clark’s 
failure  to  vote  on  Friday.  On  Friday 
there  were  seven  Baptist  representa¬ 
tives  who  voted  for  the  lottery  who 
had  voted  against  it  the  day  before.  If 
anyone  of  those  seven  Baptists  had 
remained  true  to  the  convictions  of 
his  vote  on  Thursday,  the  lottery  bill 
would  be  dead. 

On  Thursday  there  were  15  Bap¬ 
tists  who  voted  for  the  lottery  and  32 
who  voted  against  it.  On  Friday  two 
Baptists  who  had  voted  against  the 
tottery  didn’t  vote,  and  seven 
switched.  That  chang^  the  count  to 
22  for  and  23  against. 

Baptists  were  not  the  only  ones  who 
switched.  Altogether,  there  were  12, 
who  changed  their  vote. 

Except  for  the  discussion  of  legis¬ 
lators  not  sticking  by  their  convic¬ 
tions,  however,  all  of  this  is 
academic.  The  lottery  bill  was  again 
held  over  for  reconsideration,  and 
another  vote  was  to  be  taken  this 
week. 

But  the  favorable  vote  on  Friday 
followed  what  could  be  described 
only  as  shenanigans.  Constitution 
committee  chairman  Charlie  Capps 
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ik.quoted  as  saying  he  would  not  bring 
the  measure  up  again  for  a  vote  until 
this  week  after  its  Thursday  defeat. 
He  got  it  back  on  the  floor  again  on 
Friday,'  however,  just  before  the 
legislators  left  for  the  week  end.  And 
suddenly,  overnight,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  money  to  be  gained 
from  the  lottery  would  go  to  elemen¬ 
tary  and  secondary  public  education. 

The  lottery  bill  has  a  long  way  to  go 
yet.  Ahead  is  Senate  acceptance  and 
then  statewide  voter  approval.  If  it 
should  pass  all  of  that,  however,  it 
would  interesting  to  determine 
how  much  revenue  it  generates  for 
public  education.  This  ploy  has  been 
responsible  for  the  passage  of  a  lot  of 
legislation  which  then  failed  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  income  promised. 

The  strange  thing  is  that  Bill  Jones 
was  the  one  who  a^ed  the  provision 
on  Friday  for  using  the  money  for 
education,  yet  he  did  not  vote  on  Fri¬ 
day.  It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that  the 
education  provision  was  added  in 
order  to  gather  votes.  That  means 
that  someone  is  highly  interested  in  a 
lottery  being  passed,  but  education  is 
not  the  reason  for  the  interest. 

A  lottery  is  gambling,  pure  and 
simple.  If  it  passes,  the  state  gov¬ 
ernment  will  be  in  the  gambling  bus¬ 
iness.  And  if  it  passes,  it  will  open  the 
door  for  other  types  of  gambling 
legislation.  It  becomes  apparent,  as 
one  watches  the  action,  that  the 
primary  interest  of  those  pushing 


gambling  legislation  is  not  to  [M'ovide 
more  revenue  for  the  state.  There 
will  be  some,  but  it  will  not  measure 
up  to  promises  and  may  not  even  be 
significant.  The  revenue  could  be  had 
more  easily  from  direct  taxation. 
Taxes,  however,  would  tap  the  poc- 
ketbooks  of  those  who  could  afford  to 
pay.  Gamblii^  gets  its  incone  from 
those  who  cannot.  Because  of  their 
need,  they  try  to  better  their  cir¬ 
cumstance.  The  cruel  truth  is  that  the 
organizations  operating  the  gambl¬ 
ing  establishments  are  the  only  sure 
winners. 

As  the  Baptist  Record  went  to  press 
this  week,  the  lottery  question  was 
not  settled  in  the  House.  It  was 
brought  up  on  Thursday,  as  noted, 
and  defeated.  It  was  held  over  on  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  however,  and 
passed  by  the  exact  number  needed 
for  a  two-thirds  majority  on  Friday. 
On  that  day,  however.  Rep.  Clark 
voted  “P”  for  prei^t  but  did  not  vote 
one  way  or  the  other  on  the  issue.  Op¬ 
ponents  are  claiming  this  left  the  vote 
short  of  the  two-thirds  majority. 
Speaker  Buddie  Newman  was  to  rule 
on  the  question. 

In  the  meantime,  it  was  held  over 
again  until  Monday  for  reconsidera¬ 
tion;  but  on  Monday,  apparently  in 
some  amount  of  confusion,  the  House 
adjourned  shortly  after  convening 
without  ever  considering  the  calen¬ 
dar  for  the  day.  So  there  it  lay. 


This  testimony  is  from  the  sports 
section  of  the  Dallas  Morning  News. 
It  haa  been  shortened  to  fit  into  our 
newsletter  but  the  essence  of  the  ar¬ 
ticle  has  not  been  changed. 

For  Bob  Lilly,  1960  was  the  best  of 
years  arid  the  worst  of  years.  That 
summer,  he  was  enshrin^  in  the  Pro 
Footl^l  Hall  of  Fame,  the  only  orig¬ 
inal  Dallas  Cowboy  to  receive  that 
honor.  That  fall,  however,  he  felt  so 
bad  he  wondered  if  he  would  live  to 
see  1981. 

“The  doctors  kept  saying,  ‘Bob, 
you  seem  to  be  in  perfect  health,’  ” 
he  recalled.  “I’d  say,  ‘If  I  am.  I’d 
sure  hate  to  be  feeling  bad.’  I  looked 
like  a  ghost,  I  was  scared  I  was  going 
to  die.” 

Finally  he  learned  what  was  ailing 
him.  Physically,  he  was  suffering 
from  a  hiatal  hernia.  Spiritually,  he, 
said  he  was  traveling  through  life  on 
a  dangerously  low  tank. 

“I  became  a  born-again  Christ¬ 
ian,”  he  said.  “Now  I  have  a  lot  of 
peace  and  happiness  I  never  had  be¬ 
fore.” 

His  sincerity  comes  through  as  his 
intensity  on  the  football  field  once 
did.  Bob  Lilly  at  43  is  much  like  he 
was.  There  has  been  no  radical 
change  in  his  personality  and  charac¬ 
ter,  just  an  added  dimension.  He 
talks  softly  and  sincerely,  whether 
the  subject  is  football,  faith,  family 
or  finances. 


Football,  which  made  his  name 
famous,  remains  a  pleasant  part  of 
his  life.  But  the  beer  business,  which 
Ihade  him  a'millionaire,  is  the  past. 

“I  was  driving  back  to  Waco  and 
stopped  at  the  scene  of  a  wreck,”  he 
said.  “There  were  a  couple  of  young 
boys  in  a  pick-up  truck  and  I  went 
over  to  see  if  I  could  help  them.  Some 
empty  Coors  cans  rolled  out.  Right 
then  I  realized  I  shouldn’t  be  in  the 
beer  business.  I  had  been  a  celebrity 
and  had  a  lot  ot  influence  on  young 
people.  It  was  incredible  how  much 
money  we  were  making  but  1  was 
convinced  it  was  time  to  sell  the  busi¬ 
ness.” 

I^lly,  who  was  bom  a  Baptist,  con¬ 
verted  to  Catholicism  after  he  had 
begun  attending  early  mass  with 
Cowboy  roonunate  G^rge  Andrie. 
He  said  he  appreciated  the  value  of 
Christianity,  tot  says,  “I  was  a  be¬ 
liever;  I  wasn’t  a  practicer.”  He  says 
he  has  no  complaints  about  Catholi¬ 
cism  out  he  has  returned  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  and  feels  at  home  there. 

He  had  noticed  the  change  in  his 
wife  who  became  a  bom-again  Chris¬ 
tian  4  1/2  years  ago,  and  was  in¬ 
spired. 

“I  saw  the  joy  that  came  in  her 
life,”  he  said,  “and  I  told  her,  ‘Ann,  I 
don’t  know  what  you’ve  got,  but*I 
want  it.’ 

“At  first,  I  thought  it  would  pass. 
But  it  has  grown.  I  found  a  different 
life.” 


The  Issue  is  gambling,  not  racing 


The  House  Ways  and  Means  Com¬ 
mittee  last  week  heard  testimony  on 
a  pari-mutuel  gambling  bill,  H  480. 
Generally,  those  testifying  in  favor  of 
the  bill  were  about  the  same  ones  who 
testified  two  years  ago  when  the  issue 
was  before  the  same  committee.  One 
surprise  witness  this  year  was  a  man 
identified  as  an  evangelist  from 
Raymond  named  Wa}rne  Peters.  He 
testified  in  favor  of  the  pari-mutuel 
gambling  bill,  tot  there  was  no  de¬ 
nominational  affiliation  mentioned 
or  documentation  of  his  nunistry  of¬ 
fered. 

Peters  said  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Bible  that  is  contrary  to  horse  racing, 
and  very  likely  that  is  correct.  If 
there  is  a  mention  at  all  of  horse  rac¬ 
ing  in  the  Bible,  it  doesn’t  come  to 
mind  immediately.  This  bill,  how¬ 
ever,  just  uses  horse  racing  as  a  tool 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  main  ob¬ 
jective,  which  is  gambling. 

The  gambling  proponents  kept  in¬ 
sisting  that  it  is  a  horse  race  bill,  tot 
the  fact  is  contrary  to  that.  It  is  a 
gambling  bill. 

Peters  said  there  is  no  spiritual, 
moral,  or  otherwise  negative  aspects 
to  horse  racing,  and  this  is  true.  The 
problem  comes  in  the  gambling.  He 
added  that  he  represents  one  who  ex¬ 
perienced  death  that  we  might  have 
life  and  cited  the  need  to  see  that 
Christ  is  exalted  in  everything  we  do. 
Certainly  we  all  agree,  but  he  didn’t 


explain  how  pari-mutuel  gambling 
would  exalt  Christ. 

The  opponents  of  the  gambling  bill 
were  organized  by  Paul  Jones, 
executive  director  of  th6  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commisi- 
son.  Among  those  testifying  was 
Larry  Braidfoot,  a  staff  member 
with  the  Southern  Baptist  Qiristian 
Life  Commission.  He  is  an  expert  on 
gambling  problems. 

Police  Chief  W.  H.  Pope  of  Pas¬ 
cagoula  also  was  represented  by  a 
statement  read  by  another  person  in 
the  department.  His  statement  op¬ 
posed  pari-mutuel  gambling. 

Another  bill  of  interest  to  Missis¬ 


sippi  Baptists  was  the  one  on  raising 
the  legal  age  for  drinking  beer  and 
light  wine.  This  bill  came  out  of  a 
subcommittee  by  a  vote  of  3  to  2,  as 
noted  last  week.  In  the  Senate 
judiciary  committee  it  was  amended 
to  raise  the  age  to  19  instead  of  21  and 
passed  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  Now 
that  the  bill  is  on  the  floor  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  the  amendment  is  on  it,  the 
bill  doesn’t  need  to  be  defeated.  It 
needs  to  be  amended  again  to  raise 
the  age  back  up  to  21.  Hopefully,  that 
is  what  will  happen. 

Those  interested  in  raising  the  age 
limit  to  only  19  keep  talking  about  the 
problems  of  enforcement,  tot  that  is 
not  a  reasonable  consideration.  We 
don’t  establish  laws  according  to 


whether  or  not  we  can  enforce  them. 
If  we  did,  anarchy  would  result.  We 
establish  laws  according  to  what  is 
right  or  wrong  about  the  issue.  And 
statistics  prove  that  raising  the  age 
for  legal  drinking,  even  that  of  beer 
and  light  wine,  lowers  the  accident 
rate  for  those  left  below  the  age  limit. 

A  point  of  interest  as  far  as  the  bill 
is  concerned  that  would  raise  the 
legal  drinking  age  for  beer  and 
light  wine  from  18  to  whatever  is  the 
final  outcome  is  that  it  was  subcom-~ 
mittee  chairman  Con  Maloney  who 
first  suggested  making  the  higher 
drinking  age  19  instead  of  21. 
Maloney,  of  course,  owns  the 
Jackson  Mets  baseball  franchise  and 
sells  beer  at  the  stadium. 


Mississippi  missions  giving  is 
second  highest  in  history 


Mississippi  Baptist  giving  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  totaled 
$1,'487,381  in  February,  the  second 
highest  month’s  giving  in  convention 
history,  according  to  an  announce¬ 
ment  .by  Earl  Kelly,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

'The  highest  figure  was  tallied  in 


June  1963  when  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram  income  was  $1,508,186. 

January  and  February  giving  for 
1984  total  $2,815,853,  which  is  17.1 
percent  of  the  total  1964  budget.  A  pro 
rata  share  for  the  first  two  months 
would  be  $2,747,500.  This  means  that 
giving  is  ahead  of  the  pro  rata 
amount  by  $68,353.  The  1964  budget  is 


$16,485,000. 

More  than  one-third  of  all  gifts 
from  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  to 
the  Cooperative  Program  are  sent  to 
SBC  causes  outside  the  state.  The 
rest  funds  the  leadership  training  op¬ 
erations  of  thq.  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  the  other 
agoides  of  the  convention. 


SaiitiBt  Irtnrii 


lit  retreat 
the  Smiths 


13,000  make  decisions 

in  two  Luzon  crusades 


“  MANILA,  Philippines  (BP)— More 
than  13, (XX)  people  made  professions 
of  faith  in  Chri^  during  two  Baptist 
evangelism  crusades  on  the  island  of 
Luzon  in  January. 

Missionaries  believe  the  political 
and  economic  instability  that  has  be¬ 
come  widespread  during  the  past  few 
months  has  heightened  the  people’s, 
openness  to  the  gospel. 

Seventeen  new  churches  were 
formed  and  plans  were  made  for  30 
others  during  one  crusade,  in  whidi 
56  American  [weachers  and  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  from  outside 
the  country  worked  with  national 
pastors  and  missionaries  in  the 
Philippines. 

A  total  of  8,288  people  were  re¬ 
ported  to  have  made  decisions  for 
CSirist  and  421  were  baptized  during 
this  church-planting  effort.  The 
two-week  period  was  divided  equally 
between  evangelistic  meetings  and 
doctrinal  studies. 

.  Seven  past(M*s  and  sevoi  laymen 
from  America  helped  (uxxluce  5,050 
decisions  for  Christ  in  a  simultane¬ 
ous,  more  localized  campaign  in 
central  Luzon.  At  its  closing  services 
117  people  w«e  baptized. 

In  Olongapo  on  the  Subic  Bay,  site 
of  one  of  die  United  States’  largest 
overseas  naval  bases,  1,150  decisions 
were  reported  in  one  church.  In 
another  church,  which  uses  four  un¬ 


paid  pastors,  30  baptisms  resulted 
from  90  decisions. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
compare  such  evangelistic  success 
on  Luzon  to  a  similar  occurrence 
several  years  ago  during  unrest  on 
Mindanao,  the  Philippines’  other 
main  island. 

Many  of  the  100  American 
evangelists  schedued  to''{i^icipate 
in  the  larger  crusade  canceled  tteir 
plans  as  foreign  media  sent  home 
pictures  <rf  turmoil  in  the  streets  of 
Manila. 

Parts  of  Manila  have  been  the 
scene  of  protests  by  Filipino  minority 
political  factions,  whi^  rallied  to¬ 
gether  after  the  unexplained  August 
slaying  of  government  opposition 
leader  Benigno  Aquino. 

Amid  these  uncertainties.  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionaries  and  na¬ 
tional  Baptists  are  stepping  up  their 
evangelistic  witness. 

“The  difficulty  gives  us  a  greater 
opportunity  of  sharing  what  Gr<^  does 
in  CJirist,’’  said  Les  Hill,  chairman  of 
the  organization  of  Southon  Baptist 
missionaries  in  the  Philippines. 

Missionaries  are  free  to  propagate 
the  gospel  in  the  Philippines,  except 
in  extremely  rare  cases  where  safety 
becomes  a  factor— such  as  when 
government  troops  move  in  on  armed 
opposition  groups  hiding  in  rural 
areas.  “My  own  impression  is  that 


we’ll  never  have  a  freer  time  than  we 
do  now,’’  said  Hill.  “We’re  free  to  go 
anywhere  and  preach  anywhere. 

“Things  are  not  nearly  as  dis¬ 
rupted  as  they  appear  to  people  out¬ 
side  the  country,’’  he  added.  Most 
mob-related  turmoil  is  confined  to 
certain  sections  of  Manila,  Hill  said. 
And  most  actual  military  action 
against  political  insurgents  occurs  in 
rentote,  mountainous  areas. 


Nashville;  Dan  Crawford,  author, 
and  staff  member  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  Atlanta;  and  Faye 
Burgess,  recording  artist  and  Christ¬ 
ian  musician,  Nashville. 

Reservations  for  the  weekend 
should  be  made  by  sending  $25  per 
person  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assem¬ 
bly,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  39571.  This 
will  be  applied  to  the  total  cost. 

Charles  and  Ann  Smith 

Unit  (2  persons  to  a  room)  will  be  $53 
per  person.  Those  staying  in  the  C 
The  annual  Single  Adult  Retreat,  at  Unit  (2-4  per  room )  will  be  $48  50  per 
(]lulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  spon-  person.  This  includes  room'  and 
sored  by  the  Christian  Action  Chm-  meals. 

mission,  will  be  May  18-20.  Inquiries  concerning  the  program 

Program  personalities  this  year  should  be  made  to  the  Christian  Ac- 
will  include  Ann  Alexander  Smith,  tion  Commission,  P.  0.  Box  5^0, 


The  annual  Single  Adult  Retreat,  at 
(]lulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission,  will  be  May  18-20. 


singles  leader.  Baptist  Sunday 
Sd^l  Board,  Nashville;  Charles  E. 


Jackson,  MS  39205;.  phone,  968-3800. 
Paul  G.  Jones,  II,  is  the  executive 


Smith,  psychologist  and  author,  director-treasurer. 


‘SBC  Forum’  to  offer 
pre-convention  option 


By  Dan  Martin 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)— The 
“SBC  Forum,”  a  meeting  aimed  at 
pastors  and  other  ministers,  is  being 
planned  to  offer  “another  pre- 
convmtion  iqition”  for  messengers  to 
the  1964  annual  meeting  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  Forum,  being  organized  by  a 
loosely-knit  group  of  pastors,,  will  be 
in  the  2,0(X)-seat  Music  Hall  of  the  Roe 
Bartle  Convention  COnter  in  Kansas 
C^ty,  1:30-5  p.m.,  Monday,  June  11. 

“Ihe  forum  is  not  an  attempt  to 
preempt  any  other  pre-convention 
meeting,”  said  Bill  Bruster,  pastor  of 
(Ontral-Bearden  Baptist  (hurch  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  publicity 
chairman  for  the  event.  “The  Forum 
is  an  attempt  to  provide  a  meeting  for 
those  messengers  not  attending  any 
other  pre-convention  gathering.” 

Bruster  said  the  Fonun  is  not  a 
second  Pastors’  Conference,  the 
traditional  pre-convention  meeting 
which  draws  upward  of  19,000 
participants.  This  irear’s  meeting, 
presicM  ova*  by  Charles  F.  Stanley, 


pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  At¬ 
lanta,  will  meet  in  the  Chnvoition 
Center  Sunday  afternoon  and  Mon¬ 
day,  June  10  and  11. 

Other  sessions  preceding  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  June  12-14  include  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union-SBC, 
and  specialized  gatherings  for  religi¬ 
ous  educators,  music  ministers,  di¬ 
rectors  of  missions,  student  workers, 
and  women  in  ministry. 

“It  is  believed  a  significant  seg¬ 
ment  is  not  being  represented  or  at¬ 
tending  any  of  the  pre-convention 
meetings,”  Bruster  said.  “The  SBC 
Forum  is  Southern  Baptists  speaking 
to  Southern  Baptists.  It  is  not  a  split 
off  anything.” 

Gene  Garrison,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Oklahoma  City, 
and  immediate  past  second  vice 
president  of  the  SBC,  will  preside  at 
the  SBC  Forum. 

“I  was  asked  to  preside  and  I 
agreed  to  do  simply  because  I  per¬ 
sonally  would  like  to  see  a  {xwitive 
(Chntinued  on  page  4) 


Mrs.  Dent 
WMU  president 


Mississippi  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union 

Annual  Meeting 

March  19-20,  1984 

First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Praying  . . .  Ministering 


MONDAY  EVENING  Presiding,  Mrs.  Robert  Dent 
6:45  Prelude  Mrs.  Bob  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Guy  Henderson 
7:(X)  Hymns  of  Praise  Mrs.  EJlen  Roweton, 
B4rs.  Simmons  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
BIBLE  STUDY  Kathryn  Carpenter 

Prayer  C  Mrs.  Claude  FiHlenberry 
Grekings  Bobby  Chain ' 

'  Peter  McLeod 
Mrs.  Peggy  Huey 
Joel  D.  Ray 


Business 

WOMEN  IN  MINISTRY  Mrs.  Bruce  Allen 
Offertory  Hymn 

Offertory  Prayer  Sue  Tatum 

Offering 

Testimony  in  Song  Mrs.  Roweton 

PARTNERSHIP  IN  PRAYER  AND 
MINISTRY  Chrolyn  Weatherford 

How  to  pray  for  missionaries. . . 
on  the  field  Mrs.  Charles  Whitten 

.  Postlude  Mrs.  Simmons  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
TUESDAY  MORNING  Presiding,  Mrs.  Dent 
8:30  Missionary  Prayer  Breakfasts 

Led  by  Mrs.  Charles  Whitten,  Room  220; 
Mrs.  Thomas  Thurman,  Room  224;  and 
Miss  Georgia  Mae  Ogbum,  Room  225 
9: 15  Prelude  Mrs.  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 
Hymns  of  Praise  Mrs.  Roweton, 

Mrs.  Simmons  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
BIBLE  STUDY  Miss  Carpenter 

Prayer  Mrs.  James  Fancher 

MINISTERING  'THROUGH  LOVE 

Mary  Dan  Kuhnle 

Recognition  of  parents 


of  missionaries  Mrs.  Charles  Tyler 

Offertory  Hynui 

Offertory  FTayer  Mrs.  Richie  Perkins 
Offering 

Testimony  in  Song  Mrs.  Roweton 

WHO?  ME?  A  WITNESS?  Mrs.  Bruce  Allen 
How  to  pray  for  missionaries  . . . 

on  furlough  Mrs.  Thomas  Thurman 
Postlude  Mrs.  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 

LUNCHEON  HONORING  PARENTS  OF 
MISSISSIPPI  MISSIONARIES 


Ministering  Mrs.  Roweton 

Recordtag  Artist 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON  Presiding,  Mrs.  Charles 
T^ler 

1:15  Prelude  Mrs.  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 

1:30  Hymns  of  Praise  Mrs.  Roweton, 

Mrs.  Simmons  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
BIBLE  STUDY  Miss  Chrpenter 

Prayer  Mrs.  Lucy  Clinton 

MINISTERING  IN  THE  CANARY 
ISLANDS  Charles  Whitten 

Hymn 

MINISTERING  THROUGH  MISSISSIPPI 
WOMAN’S  MISSIONARY  UNION 
Marjean  Patterson  and  state  WMU  staff 
Testimony  in  song  Mrs.  Roweton 

MINISTERING  "THROUGH  "THE 
CXM)PERA’nVE  PROGRAM  1 

Julius  Thompson 
How  to  pray  for  missionaries  . . . 

who  are  retired  (Georgia  Mae  Ogbum 

Postlude  '  Mrs.  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 

TUESDAY  NIGHT  Presiding,  Mrs.  Dent 

6:45  Prelude  Mrs.  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 

7:60  Hymns  of  Praise  Mrs.-Roweton, 

Mrs.  Simmons  and  Mrs.  Henderson 
BIBLE  STUDY  Miss  Carpenter 

Prayer  Mrs.  Wesson  Burge 

MISSISSIPPI  MKs  Panel— composed  of 

Susan  Ballard,  Paraguay 
Noemi  Ctonzalez,  Mississippi 
Amy  Frederick,  Guadeloupe 
Mark  Merritt,  Europe 
Led  by  Mrs.  Ashley  McChleb 
Testimony  in  word  ^ 
song  Mrs.  Roweton 

THEN  AND  NOW  IN  THE  - 
PHIUPPINES  Mrs.  Bob  Simmons  and 

Mrs.  Guy  Hend^son^  - 
How  to  pray  for  missionaries. . . 
when  their  service  is 
interrupted  Mrs.  Bob  Magee 

Benediction  Mrs.  Robert  Dent 

Postlude  Mrs.  Simnnons  and 

Mrs.  Henderson 


/ 


/'  Home  missions  support 


Annie  Armstrong  Offering 
channeled  to  areas  of  need 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— The  1984 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
goal,  set  for  $29  million,  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  in  three  major  areas:  sup¬ 
port  of  missionaries  and  field  minis¬ 
tries,  support  of  special  projects  and 
advance  in  critical  areas. 

The  largest  allocation,  $18.8  mill¬ 
ion,  supports  missionaries  and  field 
ministries.  These  are  on-going  and 
continuing  ministries. 

The  area  of  missionaries  and  field 
ministries  is  broken  dovm  into  eight 
categories:  evangelism  projects, 
church  extension,  CJiristian  social 
ministries,  language  missions,  inter¬ 
faith  witness,  black  church  relations, 
chaplaincy  ministries  and  associa¬ 
tion^  missions. 

Evangelism  projects,  allocated 
$1,495,000,  will  support  state  direc¬ 
tors  of  evangelism  in  newer  states 
that  are  unable  to  provide  their  own 
funding. 

On-going  ministries  under  special 
projects  include  lay  witnessing, 
evangelism  in  metropolitan  areas, 
evangelism  with  associational  lead¬ 
ers,  youth  evangelism,  media 
evangelism  and  consultant  evan¬ 
gelism  with  special  interest  groups. 
Some  conferences  will  also  be 
funded. 

Church  Extension  will  receive  $4 
million  from  the  offering  allocations. 
This  money  will  support  the  work  of 
missionaries  in  Baptist  centers, 
weekday  ministries,  youth  and  fam¬ 
ily  services  and  literacy  missions.  It 
will  provide  disaster  relief  and  some 
special  interest  conferences,  and  will 
support  ministries  with  seasonal 
farm  workers. 

A  sum  of  $6,100,000,  designated  for 
language  missions,  will  support  mis¬ 


sionaries  ministering  to  Hispanlcs, 
Europeans,  Asians,  Caribbeans  and 
American  Indians. 

Interfaith  witness,  a  program  de¬ 
signed  to  increase  l^them  Baptist 
awareness  of  world  religions  and 
cults,  will  receive  $338,000. 

Black  church  relations,  allocated 
$940,000,  will  support  missionaries, 
youth  workers,  campus  ministries, 
camps  and  assemblies  and  special 
projects. 

A  total  of  $188,000  is  allocated  to 
chaplaincy  ministries.  This  money 
will  assist  chaplains  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic  and  ministry  among  military 
persminel. 

Associational  missions  will  receive 
$2,900,000  funding  associational  di¬ 
rectors  of  missions  in  rural-urban 
and  metropolitan  areas  and  assisting 
in  the  development  of  associations  in 
newer  areas  of  Southern  Baptist 
work. 

The  second  major  area  of  distribu¬ 
tion  allocates  $3,200,000  to  support 
special  33  short-term  Home  Mission 
^ard  projects  that  are  not  part  of 
the  HMB’s  on-going  work.  In  most 
cases,  these  projects  involve  people, 
but  not  career  missionaries. 

The  summer  missionary  program 
will  receive'  $520,000  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
penses  and  salaries  of  750  summer 
missionaries  in  1985. 

A  sum  of  $190,000  will  fund  Mega- 
City  projects.  One  project  to  receive 
funding  will  assist  Southern  Baptists 
in  greater  Los  Angeles  as  they  plan 
150  new  Southern  Baptist  missions, 
increasing  the  number  of  present 
congregations  by  nearly  50  percent. 

According  to  Earl  Crawfo^,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  of  the  Calvary- 
Arrowhead  Baptist  Association,  the 


Guest  housing  available 
for  Coast  appointment  service 

Gulf  Coast  Baptists  will  be  opening  their  homes  to  other  Baptists  from 
all  over  the  state  who  will  be  in  Bjloxi  April  10  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  appointment  service. 

The  night’s  lodging  for  individuals  or  families  attending  the  service  is 
ffee  of  charge.  In  order  to  be  registered  for  the  service,  however,  those 
desiring  to  be  housed  in  private  homes  need  to  have  their  requests  in  no 
later  than  April  3,  according  to  Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor  of  Lizana 
Church,  Gulfport,  and  chairman  of  the  guest  housing  committee. 

Requests  for  housing  need  to  be  completed  on  the  form  below  and 
addressed  as  follows: 

Gerald  H.  Walker,  Chairman 

Guest  Housing 

11  Barrone,  Rt.  6 

Gulfport,  Miss.  39503 

The  telephone  number  is  (60ll)  832-5006. 

Name _ _  ■ .  - 


Address- 


Phone  _ _ 

Please  indicate  the  following: 

Number  in  party _  Couple . 

Male _ Female _ 


Number  of  children . 


,  Single  Individual 


Age. 


Male. 


or  Female . 


birth  of  150  new  cMigregations  should 
only  be  the  starting  point  in  reaching 
the  11 1/2  million  population. 

A  portion  of  the  $190,000  designated 
for  work  in  Puerto  Rico  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Samoa  will  be  used  to  start  new 
churches  and  provide  seminary 
training  for  the  Puerto  Ricans. 

The  Margaret  Fund,  a  sdiolarship 
program  funded  through  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering,  pro¬ 
vides  educational,  scholarships  for 
missionary  children.  In  1984,  this 
fund  will  receive  $210,000. 

The  third  area,  advance  in  critical 
areas,  will  be  allocated  $7  million  and 
will  fund  new  areas  of  home  mission 
work. 


Gulf  Youth  Choir  Fest 

Bill  Bacon,  guest  clinician,  and  Minister  of  Music  at  Clinton,  directs  the  mass 
choir  of  the  annual  Gulf  Coast  Youth  Choir  Festival  held  recently  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly.  Total  registration  was  261,  representing  10  churches.  The 
festival  was  sponsored  by  the  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Music  Association,  a  group  of 
music  ministers  from  coast-area  churches.  Arnold  Bridges.  Handsboro  Church, 
Gulfport,  is  president,  and  Randy  Cuchens,  Arlington  Heights  Church,  Pas¬ 
cagoula,  served  as  festival  coordinator. 


‘SBC  Forum’  to  offer 
pre-convention  option 


I 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

approach  to  providing  help  and  en¬ 
couragement  for  pastors,”  Garrison 
said. 

‘‘I  remember  the  day  whoi  I  looked 
forward  to  the  annual  Pastors’  (Con¬ 
ference  as  a  place  for  inspiration  and 
affirmaticHi.  Recent  years,  I  believe, 
have  seen  the  conference  become 
merely  a  revivalistic  religio-political 
platform. 

“Our  program  will  be  entirely 
non-political  and  completely  posi¬ 
tive.  It  will  provide  a  clear  alterna¬ 
tive  for  those  who  come  to  Kansas 
City  seeking  this  kind  of  fellowship 
and  proclamation,”  Garrison  said. 
He  added  the  SBC  Forum  will  not  be 
“a  lot  of  pulpit  pounding  harangue, 
but  substantive  preaching.” 

Henry  Crouch,  pastor  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Baptist  (Church  in  (Charlotte,  N. 
C.,  who  has  been  working  to  plan  the 
Forum,  said  the  program  “has  not 
yet  been  completely  wt  together,” 
but  said  four  persons  have  a^eed  to 
speak. 

Major  messages  will  be  delivered 
by  Kenneth  L.  (Chaf  in,  pastor  of  South 
Main  Baptist  Church  of  Houston; 
David  L.  Matthews,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  (Church  of  Greenville,  S.C.; 
Duke  K.  McCall,  president  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  and  chancel¬ 
lor  of  Southern  Baptist  Theol(^ical 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.;  and 
Kirby  Godsey,  president  of  Mercer 
University  in  Macon,  Ga.  ‘ 

Godsey  replaces  the  previously 
announced  J.  Gordon  Kingsley,  pres¬ 
ident  of  William  Jewell  (College  in 
Liberty,  Mo.,  who  withdrew. 

Another  feature  will  be  a  “gQLAnd 
con  discussion”  on  ordination  of  wo¬ 
men.  Although  several  prominent 
SBC  leaders  have  been  approached 
to  take  part  in  the  projgram,  presen¬ 
ters  of  the  opposing  views  have  not 
been  named,  (Couch  said.  “This  will 
not  be  a  debate,  but  just  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  points  of  view,”  be  explained. 


Chafin  told  Baptist  Press  he  agreed 
to  participate  in  the  program  (^y  if 
the  “program  addressed  itself  to  the 
ordinary  needs  of  the  pastor  and  his 
staff,  if  there  is  nothing  political- 
said  or  unsaid— about  the  program, 
and  if  it  would  not  be  supportive  of  the 
agencies  and  institutions  of  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

“I  did  not  have  any  part  in  the 
planning  of  the  meeting,”  Chafin 
said.  “But  I  think  it  is  pretty  obvious 
for  a  number  of  years  that  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference  has  been  used  as  a 
platform  for  political  operation.” 

He  added  1«  believes  the  Pastor’s 
(Conference  in  the  past  several  years 
“has  had  a  very  limited  persp^ive 
and  a  very  narrow  modeling  of  the 
pastorate.” 

Bruster  echoed  Chafin’s  remarks, 
noting  he  believes  the  Pastors’  (Con¬ 
ference  “has  been  far  too  politicized 
...  far  too  much  a  preaching 
marathon.  I  am  not  interested  in 
going  and  hearing  the  same  people 
say  virtually  the  same  thing  year 
after  year. 

“I  haven’t  really  found  anything 
that  has  been  helpful  to  my  ministry 
or  to  help  me  to  be  a  better  pastor. 
Not  everybody  can  grow  a  humon- 
gous  church  and  when  I  was  a  pastor 
in  a  town  of  5,000, 1  would  leave  the 
Pastors’  Conference  feeling  like  a 
failure  because  I  wasn’t  running 
2,000  in  Sunday  school.  I  think  we 
need  another  kind  of  affirmative 
model.” 

John  Hewitt,  pastor  of  Kirkwood 
Baptist  (Church  in  Kirkwood,  Mo., 
who  is  local  arrangements  chair¬ 
man,  added  he  believes  there  are 
“nuuiy  issues  crucial  to  the  ministry 
that  are  not  being  addressed  by  the 
Pastors’  Conference. 

“It  seems  we  have  had  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  preachers  preaching  on 
evangelic.  We  feel  there  is  more  to 
pastoral  ministry  than  evangelism’ 
although  that  is  very  important,”  he 
said. 


Hewitt  said  the  organizers  of  the 
SBC  Forum  “are  not  staging  a  rump 
session.  We  are  not  seeking  to  take 
anyone  away  from  the  Pastors’  (Con¬ 
ference.  But  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
who  do  not  attend  the  Pastors’  Con¬ 
ference  because  it  does  not  meet 
their  needs. 

“We  are  not  organizing  a  separate 
convention.  I  personally  probably 
will  go  to  the  Pastors’  (Conference 
Sunday  evening  and  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  and  probably  Monday  evening. 
But  on  Monday  afternoon,  I  will  go  to 
the  Forum  and  experience  some¬ 
thing  a  little  different  from  what  we 
have  been  getting  in  the  past  several 
years,”  he  said. 

Hewitt  added,  “'There  is  no  place 
for  people  who  want  to  discuss  things 
like  worship,  pastoral  care,  or  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  Pastors’  (Confer¬ 
ence  has  become  a  preaching  confer¬ 
ence.  That’s  important,  but  not  the 
only  thing  which  should  ever  be 
done.” 

He  added  when  the  Forum  con¬ 
cludes  “we  will  go  to  the  convention 
and  participate  as  loyal  mes^ngers 
from  loyal  churches.” 

Bruster  used  a  “local  church  anal¬ 
ogy”  to  describe  the  Forum:  “The 
SBC  annual  meeting  is  like  the 
church  and  the  pre-convention  meet¬ 
ings  are  like  Si^ay  School  classes. 
Many  church  members  (messen¬ 
gers)  are  not  coming  to  Sunday 
School  (the  pre-convention  meet¬ 
ings).  The  Forum  is  simply  starting 
another  Sunday  School  class  for 
those  who  are  not  attending,”  he  ad¬ 
ded. 

(Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor.) 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prio*.  binding  md  ityta  to  moat  ovary 
naod.  Quality  workmanahip  guar  ant  aad 
WrKa  lor  Mlualralad  prica  loldar. 
"Intmnatlonany  known  tpocImUtta" 

NORRIS^  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

■aa  SSS-C  -  Oraawaiood.  Mlaa.  SSS30  < 
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Home  Mission  Board,  I  feel  that  this  editorial  makes  about  that  much 
is  inaccurate  if  appli^  to  our  South-  sense. 

em  Baptist  foreign  mission  work;  I  for  one,  stand  behind  President 
and  it  was  inappropriate  for  the  Reagan  working  for  this  cause,  and 
Home  Mission  Board  to  publish  such  for  the  worthy  cause  of  allowing 
a  comment.  I  regret  any  problem  this  prayer  in  school.  Your  justification  of 
may  cause  either  the  Foreign  Mis-  the  opposition  to  this  matter  is  unbi- 
sion  Board  or  the  professor.  -  '  blical.  Why  don’t  you  look  at  these 
William  G.  Tanner,  matters  again?  In  the  future,  your 

President  editorials  will  be  looked  at  more 

Home  Mission  Board,  SBC  closely  by  all  of  us.  Maybe  you  need 

to  be  the  editor  of  a  ‘liberal  news¬ 
paper.’ 

June  Thaggard 

Church-state  separation  Maddeh 

Thank  you  for  the  outstanding  job  A  critical  point 
you  are  doing  with  our  paper.  I  am  cMito 

particularly  pleased  with  the  edito-  *  *  j  » 

1^1  nage  nation  of  ours  is  at  a 

It  takes  an  unusual  degree  of  un- 

derstanding  and  courage  to  remain  concerned.  The  morals  of  the 

truetothehistoricBaptLpositionof  fi'eTe  fnTSeTsh^^^^^^^ 

absolute  separation  of  church  and  to  TtKiint  S  feid  vJiU  nS 

state.  This  position  is  the  only  posi-  j  J^ation  which  was  oriei- 

tion  one  can  sustain  under  the  con-  conaone  in  a  nation  wnicn  was  origi 

stitution.  It  is  also  the  teaching  of  "ally  foimded  on  the  highest  of  mor- 

scripture.  It  is  likewise  the  Baptist  ak  and  Christian  principles.  It «  now 

m\y  safe  SuSe  to  follLLay.’  I f 

It  is  easy  to  be  blinded  by  the  con-  ‘‘t 

servative  line  that  either  intenUon-  s^n^bility  of  aU  ChrisUans.  Each 
ally  or  unintentionally  would  have  us  «  ep  made  may  seem  like  a  smaU 
use  the  arm  of  the  government  to  fos-  steptosome;  but  if  it  is  a  step  toward 

a  more  just  nation,  then  it  is  a  tre- 
ter  our  particular  rehgious  persua-  Christians  to- 

sion.  The  future  use  of  that  power,  all  Christians  to- 

once  the  precedent  is  set,  could  prove  u  l  u  *  w  "  • 

to  be  adverselo  our  owe  views  Gov-  .  *f  7“^/* 

emment  therefore  must  followT  baptists  the  opportunity  to  share  in 

noiitral  thaf  nn  Iha  nna  hanH  C"®  “Small”’  StepS,  a  Step 

neutral  course  that  on  the  one  hand  ...  ,  ,  .  ■  »  i 

willnot“establish”anyonereligious  T  ®*t'-emely  str^gly 

view  or  even  a  religio.^  view  in  gen-  a  petition  being 

eral.  On  the  other  hand,  such  neutral  circulated  against  pardoning  of  pris- 
...ill  oners  or  the  suspension  of  sentences 

Views.  It  is  a  diffi^lt  course.  bS  we  ,  concerning  petition  is  to  be  found  on 
must  follow  it  at  all  costs.  ««  ^ 

Eugene  H .  Stockstill  by  without  their  consideration .  We  do 

Jackson  not  ask  them  to  blindly  sign  this  peti¬ 

tion  but  that  they  seek  God’s  will  con¬ 
cerning  it.  If  it  is  then  their  decision 
to  become  a  part  of  this,  we  would  ask 

Tuition  tax  credits  ^  orK®  ^®**’  pastors  or  local 

sheriff’s  departments  to  begin  cir- 
Eklitor:  culating  the  petitiiHi  locally. 

Your  negative  letter  on  private  Name  withheld  by  request 


WORLD'S  LAR6CST  MANUFACTt>R£R 

off^lBEROLASS 

CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  stained  fiberglass  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES 

•  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS  1/ 


Mike  Warnke 

Christian  Comedian — Ex-Satanist 

is  coming  to 

Van  Winkle  Baptist  Churchy  Jackson 

(One  block  of  Metrocenter  on  Highway  80  west) 
April  1,  10:30  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.;  April  2,  7  p.m. 
For  information  call  Jerry  Jackson  (601)  922-3513 

A  love  offering  will  be  accepted 


original  context.  As  president  of  the 


on  aiyl  on  and  on.”  Among  her  books 
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ACTS  and  Baptist  TelNet  are  not  the  same 


Baptist  TV  is  confusing; 
many  things  happening 


ACTS's  three-pronged  approach  to 
developing  a  natiorud  audience:  - 

(1)  Full-Power  TV  stations  in  major 
markets  pick  up  programs  from  our 
satellite  and  rebroadcast  these 
programs  in  their  coverage  area. 

(2)  Low-Power  TV  stations  in  small 
communities  rebroadcast  ACTS 
prograrrts  in  their  area.  (3)  Churches 
receive  ACTS  Network  direct  from 
satellite  and  cable  cast  through  their 
local  Cable  Company  system. 


ACTS  satallit* 


Southern  Baptists’  move  into  tele-  The  chart  below  is  an  attempt  to 
vision  programming  is  about  as  con-  delineate  among  the  three  systems; 
fusing  as  it  is  exciting.  ACTS,  Baptist  TelNet,  and  Video 

At  the  same  moment  in  history,  two  Tape  Service.  If  you  are  still  con- 
separate  systems  with  separate  pur-  fu^  after  reading  this,  contact  Far- 
poses,  separate  supervision,  and  rell  Blankenship,  Broadcast  Services 
separate  methods  of  delivery,  are  Director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
being  developed,  ACTS  and  Baptist  vention  Board,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
TelNet.  ACTS^  begins  l^ay  15,  BTN  Miss.,  39205,  phone  968-3800.  " 
begins  June  L*  '  '  . .  Blankenship  can  explain  all  this 

In  addition,  there  is  a  third  vid^  and  can  tell  individuals  and  churches 
instructional  system  which  overlaps  how  to  become  involved  in  making 
a  bit  with  one  of  the^other  two:  Video  ACTS,  BTN,  and  VTS  available  for 
Tape  Service.  "  -their  people. 


Here  are  the  differences 
among  ACTS,  BTN,  VTS 


3.  ChurdM*  •«  AffiliatM 
through  local  cable 
company  ' 


1.  Full-Power  TV 
Stations  in  major 
markets 


in  Mississippi 


Satellite  systems  are  installed 


with  subscription  rate),  1/2”  VHS 
Video  Cassette  Recorder,  and  TV. 

VTS:  1/2”  VHS  Video  Cassette 
Recorder  and  T.V. 

communications  systems  have  been  diurch  staff  members.  Broadi 

installed  in  Mississippi  and  a  third  is  Several  agencies  of  th^denomina-  Sunda 
Administration  in  process  to  link  the  first  churches  in  tion,  including  the  Home  Mission  thousa 

ACTS:  The  Southern  Baptist  Radio  the  state  with  Baptist  TelNet  (BTN),  Board,  will  provide  programs  to  be  purchi 

and  Television  Ck)mmission  in  Fort  Sunday  School  Board’s  new  broadcast  on  BTN  to  keep  Southern  next  tv 
Worth,  Tex.  has  develop^  a  teaching  and  training  network  which  Baptists  abreast  of  current  events  in  in  the  i 

separately  incorporated  A(jrs  board  will  begin  broadcasting  in  June  1984.  missions,  stewardship,  and  educa-  Denne; 
which  is  making  applications  for  low  (Dalvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  tion.  Some  of  the  programs  are  ex-  cation: 
power  licenses  from  the  Federal  was  the  first  Mississippi  church  to  P®cted  to  be  broadcast  live.  (Lot 

Communication.  This  ACTS  Board  have  a  BTN  system  installed.  Joe  H.  Information  about  purchase  of  a  School 

deals  with  local  ACH'S  Boards  which  Tuten  is  pastor. 

programming.  Another  system  was  installed  at 
BTN:  The  Southern  Baptist  Mississippi  College  for  the  Hinds- 

Sunday  ^hool  Boa^  in  Nashville  Madison  Association,  according  to  J. 

owns  and  operates  Baptist  TelNet,  .  w.  Brister,  director  of  missions,  who 
offering  the  programming  on  a  ^  predicted  the  small  churches  of  the 

association  will  find  the  training 

VTS:  An  ad  hoc  committee  materials  useful.  Hi  ‘ 

This  system  is  the  property  of  the 

s^e  ary  of  the  MBCB,  Joe  Ingranl,  association,  but  was  instSJ 

of  Oklahoma,  Dick  Stephenson  oT  w:  :  =  :  i  Vl  * 

ft.  Virginia  convanUon.  and  agency  ^aS  <i  V  ' 

S'  *“  "'“itor  ^Ki  tape  ptpgratns 

Video  Tape  Service.  „  the  allege,  aaid  lA ' 

the  college  happy  to  cooperate' 

Funding  with  the  Hinds-Madison  Association 

ACTS:  (Corporation  grants  In  because  of  the  valuable  teaching  po-  B 

exchange  for  “commercial  tential  for  students  who  will  be  able  to  JjB 

recognitions”  during  program  work  with  the  system. 

breaks,  flat  fees  for  stations  and  10  The  third  system,  at  Harrisburg  •MM 


Types  of  programming 
ACTS:  (Country  music-talk, 
children’s  programs,  crusade  ' 
services,  dramas  with  a  Christian 
perspective,  sports. 

BTN :  Sunday  School  lesson 
previews,  marriage  enrichment, 
Bibles  studies,  special  leadership 
training  programs. 

VTS:  Same  general  programming 
as  BTN,  with  helps  for  special 
problems  like  how  a  small  church 
starts  a  church  council. 


Thurtday,  March  8, 1184 
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FCC  places  52  of  ACTS 

TV  applications  in  lottery 


FORT  WORTH,  TEXAS-The 
Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  has  cleared  the  way  for  52  of  the 
American  Christian  Television  Sys¬ 
tem’s  100-plus  low-power  TV  applica¬ 
tions  to  be  determined  by  lottery,  a 
move  which  ACTS  president  Jimmy 
R.  Allen  said  will  speed  development 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  network. 

“We  are  seeing  a  breakthrough  in 
the  low-power  TV  backlog,’’  Allen 
said .  “We  have  been  saying  we  would 
have  low-power  as  a  major  part  of  the 
ACTS  strategy,  and  now  that  is  prov¬ 
ing  true.” 

ACTS  began  applying  for  low- 
power  TV  stations  in  January  1981 
and  had  as  many  as  135  applications 
pending  before  the  FCC  at  one  time. 
But  with  a  total  12,000  filings  for  the 
new  TV  service,  the  FOC’s  proces¬ 
sing  has  been  unable  to  ke^  up  with 
the  demand.  In  order  to  spe^  the 
process,  in  September  the  FCC  began 
using  a  lottery  system  of  random 
selection  to  decide  between  two  or 
more  applicants  for  the  same  low- 
power  channel. 

Lottery  wins 

ACTS  has  won  each  time  a  lottery 
has  been  held,  having  been  chosen  to 
build  low-power  stations  in 
Brownwood,  Tex.,  Anchorage, 
Alaska;  and  Honolulu  so  far.  The 
FCC’s  recent  action,  assigning  52 
ACTS  applications  to  ^e  lottery,  will 
mean  many  more  stations  likely  will 
be  awarded  ACTS  in  coming  months. 

“This  is  one  more  indication 
momentum  is  building  for  the  launch 
ol  the  ACTS  network  in  May,”  said 
Allen,  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  which  is  assembling  the  net¬ 
work.  “Our  programming  is  on 
schedule,  the  financing  is  in  place 
and  support  from  the  broadcasting 
and  cable  TV  industries  is  mount¬ 
ing.” 

Allen  said  low-power  television 
stations  which  broadcast  with  a 
maximum  1,000  watts  and  reach  an 
area  10-15  miles  in  radius,  are  one 
part  of  the  “hybrid”  delivery  system 
planned  for  ACTS,  which  will  also  use 
full-power  (conventional)  television 
and  cable  TV  to  deliver  its  family  and 
Christian  entertainment  programs  to 
American  homes.  Allen  projects 
AITTS  will  reach  40  million  people  by 
the  end  of  its  first  year. 

In  addition  to  the  three  TV  stations 
authorized  through  the  FCC’s  lot¬ 
tery,  ACTS  also  is  building  low-power 
stations  in  Paragould,  Ark.,  and 
Tyler,  Texas.  Another  115  applica¬ 
tions  still  await  FCC  action.  Two 
full-power  TV  stations  are  being  built 
by  Baptist  groups  in  Greenville, 
N.C.,and  Houston,  both  of  which  will 
carry  ACTS  programs.  Eight  to  ten 
other  full-power  stations  are  plan¬ 
ned. 

ACTS  announced  in  December  that 
13  of  the  largest  cable  TV  corpora¬ 
tions  in  the  country  have  agre^  to 
carry  ACTS  on  some  of  their  local 
cable  systems,  representing  a  poten¬ 
tial  9  million  honies  on  cable  alone. 


By  Greg  Warner 

Since  that  announcement,  nine 
ma^r  trade  magazines  have  carried 
articles  about  ACTS,  which  Allen 
said  indicates  mounting  support  for 
the  effort  from  within  the  media  es¬ 
tablishment.  CableVision,  the  lead¬ 
ing  cable  TV  magazine,  ran  a  four- 
page  cover  article  on  the  network 
Jan.  30.  - 

“Like  other  cable  networks,  ACTS’ 
success  is  likely  to  hinge  on  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  its  programming,”  the  article 
said.  “Judging  from  demonstration 
tapes,  in-house  produced  fare  re¬ 
flects  high  production  values  while 
preserving  the  evangelical  flavor, 
that  runs  throughout  the  network.”  ' 

In  a  message  delivered  on  vid¬ 
eotape  to  Southern  Baptist  agency 
executives.  Gene  Linder,  executive 
vice  president  of  ATC,  the  nation’s 
second  largest  caUe  TV  company, 
endorsed  ACTS’  locally  oriented  ap¬ 
proach  to  television.  “ACTS  has  the 
potential  of  being  one  of  the  most 
influ«itial  delivery  systems  in  our 
country  today,”  he  sununarized. 

Other  developments  indicate  the 
television  industry  is  taking  ACTS 
seriously,  Allen  said.  NBC  will 
broadcast  a  one-hour  TV  special  on 
the  new  network  for  May  20. 

To  support  the  network  effort  fi¬ 
nancially,  ACTS  will  supplement 
(Operative  Program  money  with 
money  from  major  corporations  who 
underwrite  ACTS  programs  in  ex¬ 
change  for  “commercial  recogni¬ 
tions”  during  program  breaks.  Ron 
Dixon,  RTVC  vice  president  for 
media  services,  said  the  network  is 
already  negotiating  with  some  of  the 
country’s  largest  companies,  as  well 
as  with  the  leading  ad  agencies  that 
handle  corporate  TV  advertising. 

On  April  12,  the  day  GTE  Spacenet 
will  launch  the  satellite  to  carry 
ACTS,  dinner  rallies  will  be  held  in 
more  than  50  cities  across  the  coun¬ 


try.  A  live  satellite  broadcast  will  be 
carried  on  the  Hi-Net  system  to  pre¬ 
view  ACTS  programs  for  interested 
Baptists  and  non-Baptists,  who  will 
then  be  challenged  to  support  the 
network  financially. 

“Any  new  enterprise  is  always  in 
need  of  start-up  money,”  Allen  said. 
“However,  the  development  prog¬ 
rams  of  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  and  the  commitments  of 
monies  from  donors  give  every  indi¬ 
cation  the  start-up  money  for  the 
ACTS  network  is  secure.  Any  ap¬ 
prehensions  about  the  launch  of 
ACTS  in  May  are  unfounded.” 

Allen  added  once  ACTS  is  on  the  air 
the  support  from  Southern  Baptists 
and  from  the  network  itself  will  keep 
ACTS  in  good  financial  shape. 

“Denominational  programs,  espe¬ 
cially  those  as  widespread  and  diver¬ 
sified  as  the  Cooperative  Program, 
simply  are  not  equipped  to  birth 
great  new  things,”  Allen  said.  “We 
are  equipped  to  support  them  and  en¬ 
large  them,  but  not  to  birth  them.” 

Allen  reported  there  were  some 
apprehensions  about  launch  ACTS 
when  two  communication  satellites 
were  lost  recently  during  deploy¬ 
ment  from  the  space  shuttle.  The 
Spacenet  I  satellite,  which  will  carry 
ACTS,  is  being  placed  in  orbit  April  12 
by  a  French  Ariane  rocket  to  be 
launched  from  French  Guiana  in 
South  America. 

Rocket  deployment  is  the  tradi¬ 
tional  and  proven  method  of  getting 
satellites  into  space,  Allen  said.  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  ACTS  satellite,  while  un¬ 
founded,  point  out  the  volatile  nature 
of  the  communications  industry, 
Allen  said,  but  Southern  Baptists 
have  reason  for  confidence. 

(Greg  Warner  writes  for  the  Radio 
and  Television  (Dommissioo. ) 


Broadcast  ministries 
conference  set  in  April 


The  annual  National  Conference  on 
Broadcast  Ministries  will  be  held  in 
Fort  Worth,  April  23-25. 

This  meeting  will  provide  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  ACTS  and  Baptist 
TelNet  Workshop  settings  will  pro¬ 
vide  information  on  access  to  and 
usage  of  these  two  evangelistic  and 
training  tools. 

The  workshop  will  take  place  at  the 
Amfac  Hotel  at  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Airport.  Registration  through 
the  RTVC  is  necessary.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee,  which  includes  seven  work¬ 
shop  sessions,  is  $45. 

These  workshops  range  from 
“How  to  Produce  a  TV  Talk  Show,” 
to  “Worship  Service  Directing 
Techniques,”  to  “AdministeTing 
BTN  in  Your  Church.” 

Othbr  sessions  to  choose  from  in¬ 
clude  “Equipment  for  Receiving 
A(TS/BTN,”  “Creative  Fund  Rais¬ 
ing  Assistance  for  Local  ACTS 
B(Mrds,”  “Church  Muaicalk-^Alive 


on  TV,”  and  “How  to  Do  a  Revival 
Crusade.”  There  are  a  total  of  33 
workshop  sessions  scheduled. 

'  The  hotel  is  providing  special  re¬ 
duced  room  rates  at  $49  for  single, 
and  $54  for  double. 

This  annual  meeting  is  sponsored 
by  the  Radio  and  Television  (Com¬ 
mission,  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  and  Southwestern,  Southern, 
New  Orleans,  and  Midwestern 
Seminaries. 

At  the  end  of  this  workshop,  there 
will  be  an  ACTS  National  Television 
Production  (Conference,  April  25-26. 

It  includes  12  hours  of  concentrated 
training  plus  Uvo  meals  for  the  cost  of 
$150.  Choices  include  “Lighting 
Video  Productions.”  “Post  Produc¬ 
tion,”  and  “ECquipment  and  Mainte¬ 
nance,”  plus  others. 

For  details  on  either  meeting,  con¬ 
tact  Bonnie  Wilson,  Radioand  Tele¬ 
vision  (Commissio(\^hone  (817  )  737- 
4011. 


Jeannette  Clift  Qeorge,  best  known  for  her  portrayal  of  Corrie  Ten  Boom  in 
“The  Hiding  Place,”  stars  in  a  one-hour,  one-woman  dramatic  special  in  the  "In 
Concert"  series  for  ACTS.  (Photo  by  Kenneth  Beazley.) 


Mississippi  on  edge 


Mississippi  Baptists  are  on  the 
edge  of  participation  in  ACCTS  and 
Baptist  TelNet,  according  to  Farrell 
Blankenship,  broadcast  services  di¬ 
rector  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Convention  Board. 

Cities  where  A(TS  boards  are  in 
process  of  negotiating  with  a  cable 
operator  include  Tupelo,  (Cleveland, 
Yazoo  City,  Jackson  and  Clinton, 
Meridian,  Pearl  and  Brandon,  War¬ 


ren  (County,  Laurel,  Hattiesburg,  and 
McComb. 

As  for  Baptist  TelNet,  Hinds- 
Madison,  Lebanon,  Jones,  I^,  Ran¬ 
kin,  and  Gulf  Coast  counties  are 
working  toward  involvement  in  BTN , 
and  as  noted  in  another  story,  (Cal¬ 
vary  (Church,  Jackson;  Harrisburg, 
Tupelo;  and  Mississippi  (College  (for 
Hinds-Madison)  are  setting  up  re¬ 
ceiving  dishes. 


Video  Tape  Service  has 
more  than  100  tapes 


Video  Tape  Service  was  begun  in 
1961  to  provide  video  information  for 
training  in  churches  and  “to  support 
the  program  structure  of  the  church 
such  as  Church  Training,  Sunday 
School,  and  stewardship,”  says  Doug 
Day,  the  service’s  only  employee. 

Day,  who  was  hired  to  direct  the 
video  production,  was  minister  of 
education  at  First  Church, 
Starkville.  Now  he  makes  his  home 
in  the  Fort  Worth  area  where  he  has 
been  using  the  facilities  of  the  Radio 
and  Television  (Commission  . . .  until 
now. 

Now,  says  Day,  because  of  the  in¬ 
creased  load  because  of  A(TS,  the 
VTS  productions  are  made  in  several 
areas  of  the  country,  giving  greater 
flexibility  to  the  programming,  he 
says. 

(Controlled  by  an  ad  hoc  committee 
of  several  state  conventions  and 
agency  representatives,  tlay’s  im¬ 
mediate  supervisor  is  Earl  Kelly, 
present  chairman  of  the  ad  hoc 
committee,  and  executive  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Ba^st  (Convention  Board. 

Delivery  system  for  these  more 
than  1(X)  titles  of  training  tapes  are 
still  through  state  convention  offices, 
film  centers,  and  Broadman  Sales. 
Farrell  Blankenship,  director  of  the 


Broadcast  Services  Department  of 
the  MBCB,  has  a  list  of  titles  and  will 
mail  any  tape  on  request  to  a  church. 

Day  says  that  “down  the  road”  the 
VTS  productions  will  be  a  part  of  the 
Baptist  TelNet  system  and  will  do 
some  joint  programming  with  the 
Sunday  School  Board.  But  for  the 
present,  he  says  the  feeling  is  that  it 
will  be  a  number  of  years  before  a 
large  number  of  churches  will  be  able 
to  receive  the  BTN  programming,  so 
a  need  exists  for  both  delivery  sys¬ 
tems. 

Part  of  Day’s  time  has  been  spent 
in  developing  what  are  called  video 
guides,  helping  a  person  who  facili¬ 
tates  the  program  in  the  local  church 
to  interpret  and  lead  in  dialogue  foi-  * 
lowing  the  showing  of  a  videotape. 
Day  says  this  is  a  basic  educational 
principle— that  of  involving  people 
directly. 

He  notes  that  75  percent  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  have  fewer  than 
400  members,  so  a  number  of  tapes 
are  developed  with  the  small  church 
in  mind.  Many  churches,  he  says, 
need  basic  leadership  information, 
such  as  how  to  start  a  church  council. 

Day  says  that  perhaps  another  150 
tapes  are  in  the  offing,  and  VTS  will 
be  in  existence  for  at  least  a  couple 
more-years. 
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Christmas  Offering.  They  raised  $500,  reports  Peggy 
Turner,  their  director. 


GAs  AND  ACTEENS  OF  FIRST  CHURCH.  LEAKESVILLE, 
held  a  Rock-a-thon  to  raise  money  for  the  Lottie  Moon 


luka  honors 
retired  coup 


Graceland  Church  (Jackson 

County ) ;  church  growth  revival  led  *111  •  H/T  1 

by  Donnie  Guy,  pastor  of  Woolmar-  I  I  npOlTl  OTl  VlPirPh  ^ 

ket,  Harrison  County;  highest  atten-  XJlI^gXlX  IJXl  IfXClX  XyXX  :7 

A  churchwide  fellowship  luncheon  dance  ever  in  Sunday  School ;  dou- 

washeld  Jan.  15  at  luka  Church,  hon-  bled  attendance  in  Church  Training  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  intellectual  needs  of  older  citizens 
oring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilson,  in  from  the  week  before;  15  professions  which  serves  as  the  state  office  for  must  register  through  the  national 
recognition  of  their  work  in  the  of  faith— three  young  people  and  ELDERHOSTEL,  has  reminded  ELDERHOSTEL  office,  and  regist- 
church  and  as  missionaries.  Gifts  twelve  adults;  The  revival  was  to  end  adults  over  60  throughout  the  state  rations  will  be  accepted  on  a  first- 
were  presented  to  them.  on  Wednesday,  but  the  church  voted  that  the  enrollment  period  for  the  come  basis.  ELDERHOSTEL 

Mrs.  Wilson,  the  former  Leola  to  extend  an  extra  night);  Oaig  Ed-  1984  summer  program  will  begin  on  catalogs  and  registration  forms  are 
Woodley,  is  author  of  a  book,  My  wards,  minister  of  music  at  Grace-  Friday,  March  9.  available  at  public  libraries. 

Twenty  Years  as  a  Foreign  Mlssio-  land,  in  charge  of  the  music;  Tom  Resident  Elderhostelers  on  all  par-  The  Mississippi  College  EL- 

nary,  in  which  she  tells  of  her  work  in  Byrge  is  pastor  at  Graceland  since  it  ticipating  campuses  of  the  interna-  DERHOSTEL  curriculum  will  corn- 

country  evangelism  and  teaching  in  started  in  a  house  as  a  mission.  tional  program  designed  to  meet  the  plement  the  New  Orleans  World’s 

China;  work  with  children  in  Hawaii;  Fair  theme,  “The  World  of 

teaching  in  the  Philippines;  and  as  Rivers— Fresh  Water  as  a  Source  of 

librarian  and  teacher  in  Puerto  Rico.  Life.”  Persons  who  register  for  the 

She  helped  to  start  two  schools —  program  prior  to  May  1  will  have  first 

one  in  Ashland,  Miss.,  and  another  in  *•  option  on  a  one-day  excursion  to  the 

Manila,  Philippines.  In  the  States,  Fair  at  the  conclusion  of  the  week 

she  has  been  active  in  visiting  shut-  '  jk.  choose, 

ins,  and  for  a  good  many  years  she  a  ^  DuringWeekI,  June  17-23,  “Rivers 

has  managed  the  Dorcas  Goset  at  the  of  the  Bible”  will  be  taught  by 

luka  Church.  ^  -  Cliarles  S.  Davis,  associate  professor 

Wilson  for  over  20  years  ministered  of  Bible, 

to  prisoners  in  ten  prisons  in  three  “Exploring  Mark  Twain’s  Missis- 

states.  He  reports  that  there  were  sippi  River”  will  be  offered  during 

several  professions  of  faith  each  time  17-23,  and  Week  II,  June 

he  made  a  trip  to  one  of  the  prisons.  24-30.  'Hiis  course  will  be  taught  by 

The  couple,  who  married  after  re-  Mr^.  Virginia  Quarles,  a  former 

tirement,  have  contributed  numer-  teacher  Jackson  Academy  and  in 

ous  books  to  the  luka  Church  library.  the  Departmeht  of  English  at  Missis- 

sippi  where  she 

CiOni6r6nC6  English 

CdnCCilcd  a  commuter  or  as  a  may 


The  Dedicated  Youth  Conference 
at  (Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson, 
Mar.  9-10,  has  been  cancelled. 


Bobby  Burress.  left.  Interim  pastor  at 
Wilson. 


Missionaries 
on  furlough 

Missionaries  on  furlough  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  are: 

Tom  and  Gloria  Thurman, 
Bangladesh,  416  Ford,  Columbia 
39429;  Bobbye  and  Jerry  Rankin, 
Southeast  Asia,  Pine  Trails  Apt.  M-5, 
Spring  Ridge  Road,  Ginton,  39056; 
Wayne  and  Florence  Frederick, 
Guadeloupe,  c/o  Camp  Creek  Baptist 
CJiurch,  Rt.  2,  Guntown,  38849; 

Rachel  Dubard,  Liberia,  Rt.  1,  Box 
87,  Carrollton  38917;  Charles  and 
Indy  Whitten,  Equatorial  Guinea,  207 
S.  Washington,  Starkville  39759;  Ste¬ 
ven  and  Minnie  Hicks,  Mexico,  ^  N. 
38th  Ave.,  Hattiesburg  39401. 

Harry  and  Frances  Raley  will  be 
arriving  from  Taiwan  March  1,  and 
John  and  Nell  Smith  from  Indonesia 
on  March  15.  James  and  Dottie  Gil¬ 
bert  will  arrive  from  Panama  April  4, 
Douglas  Kellum  from  the  Philippines 
April  10,  and  Mack  and  Marie  Jones 
from  Mexico  April  27. 


Selmont  Church,  Selma,  Ala.: 
April  29;  homecoming  day.  TTie  pas¬ 
tor,  Byron  Dekle,  reports  that 
“some  people  in  Mississippi  are 
former  members  of  this  church”  and 
that  the  traditional  homecoming  day 
has  been  changed  from  the  fourth 
Sunday  of  April  (which  is  Easter  this 
year)  to  the  fifth  Sunday. 


^  Annie 
Armstroi^ 

Dreamer  in  Action 


...  Is  a  fresh  contem¬ 
porary  interpretation  Of 
the  life  of  a  missions 
pioneer.  Chapters  portray 
her  growing  up  years,  her 
dreams  put  into  action  as 
she  served  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  left  them  a 
legacy  in  missions  and 
mission  education, 
through  her  retirement 
years.  Includes  a  bibliog¬ 
raphy  of  persons  and 
sources,  an  index,  and 
34-pages  of  photographs. 

An  all-inclusive  bio- 
gfaphy,  it's  challenging 
reading  for  adults  and 
older  youth.  $7.95 

Annie  Armstrong  Filmstrip 
(4437-41)  $18.00 
Bobbie  Sorrill  is  an 
associate  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Woman's  Mission¬ 
ary  Union,  Birmingham, 
Alabama. 


Annie 


*»4ctt^ 


aotW 


Sorrtl 


At  your  Baptist  Book  Store 

ffiFDADMAN 


Deputy’s  death 
sparks  petition 
against  paroles 
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Hensleys,  Dentons  will 
lead  Gulfshore  week 


“Strengthening  Our  Fanruly”  will  Purdue, 
be  the  theme  of  Family  Elnrichment  Hensley  is  the  retired  executive  di- 

Week  at  Gulfshore  A^embly  July  rector  of  the  Christian  Action  Com- 
3-7.  This  annual  event  is  designed  to  mission. 

give  families  in  Baptist  churches  op-  Registration  began  on  March  1  and 
portunities  to  be  together  in  signific-  may  be  made  by  sending  $25  per  per- 
ant  time  of  study,  challenge,  and  re-  son  to  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
creation,  according  to  Paul  G.  Jones,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.  39571.  This  will 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  be  applied  to  the  total  cost  of  the 
Mississippi  Christian  Action  Com-  week.  Names  and  ages  of  children 
mission,  event  sponsor.  must  be  included. 

Conference  leaders  will  be  Wallace  Total  cost  for  the  week,  including 
and  Juanito  Denton  of  West  meals,  is  as  follows :  $97-$106  per  per- 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  J.  Gark  and  son  (depending  upon  type  of  room) 
Margaret  Hensley  of  Jackson.  for  adults,  12  and  older  $M.50-$53  per 

Denton  is  professor  of  family  child,  ages  2-11;  and  $5  per  child 
therapy  and  director  of  the  Marriage  under  2  years  of  age. 
and  Family  Therapy  Onter,  Purdue  For  program  information,  contact 
University.  Mrs.  Denton  is  education  Jones  at  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss., 
coordinator  at  University  Church,  39205,  phme  968-3800. 


A  young  deputy  sheriff  in  Marion 
County  lost  his  life  in  the  line  of  duty 
earlier  this  year,  and,  as  a  result  of 
that,  efforts  are  under  way  to  have 
petitions  circulated  throughout  the 
state  that  would  call  for  an  end  to  the 
early  release  of  prisoners. 

.^Deputy  Sheriff  Jerry  Bryant  w^ 
killed,  according  to  family  members, 
by  two  men  who  had  been  sentenced 
for  crimes  but  were  out  of  prison  for 
.one  reason  or  another.  One  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  on  parole  from  a  Florida 
sentence,  and  the  other  was  said  to 
have  been  given  a  suspended  sen¬ 
tence  in  Mississippi.  As  law  officers 
closed  in  to  make  the  arrests  follow¬ 
ing  the  death  of  Bryant,  the  convict 
with  the  suspended  sentence  to<^  his 
own  life. 

Following  Bryant’s  death  his 
widow  received  a  letter  from  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan.  It  read  as  fol-  £qj.  QradcS  1-6 
lows: 

“Nancy  and  I  were  sorry  to  learn 
about  the  tragic  death  of  your  hus¬ 
band,  Jerry,  while  in  the  line  of  duty. 

We  send  our  heartfelt  condolences  to 
you  and  your  family. 

“Thro^hout  his  law  enforcement 
career,  your  husband  wore  his  un¬ 
iform  honorably.  (Xu*  nation  owes  an 
inestimable  debt  of  gratitude  to  indi¬ 
viduals  like  Jerry  who,  with  courage 
and  dedication,  safeguard  cherished 
American  values  and  institutions. 

“I  hope  that  warm  memories  will 
help  to  heal  your  pain  at  this  time  of 
sorrow.” 

Bob  Kendricks,  pastor  of  Bunker 
Hill  Church,  pointed  out  that  Bryant 
had  been  involved  in  a  religious  re¬ 
treat  setting  shortly  before  his  death ; 
and  the  question  had  been  asked, 

“How  has  God  impressed  you 
through  this  meditation?” 

His  euiswer  was  “I  feel  that  (jod  has 
really  blessed  me  in  the  past  and  that 
by  coming  tonight  I  have  received 
another  blessing.  I  have  learned  how 
to  really  pray  this  week  by  reading 
the  tract  I  got  in  the  mail.  When  I 
walked  in  the  church  door  tonight,  I 
could  feel  God’s  love  and  spirit;  and 
that’s  the  same  feeling  I’ve  been  hav¬ 
ing  this  week  when  I  pray.  I  just 
thank  God  for  the  love  he  has  for  us 
and  for  forgiving  us  of  our  sins.  I  am 
proud  to  say  I’m  a  Christian,  and  I 
just  thank  God  for  forgiving  me  and 
saving  me  from  hell.” 

Following  his  death,  Bryant  was 
awarded  posthumously  the  Police 
Medal  of  Honor  and  his  name  was 
placed  in  the  American  Police  Hall  of 
Fame  in  Florida. 

Bryant  was  reared  at  the  Alabama 
Baptist  childroi’s  home. 

The  petition  that  is  available  for 
circulation  reads  as  follows: 

“We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby 
petition  our  Legislature  to  enact  laws 
that  will  eliminate  the  power  of  the 
governor  to  grant  the  early  release  of 
prisoners  or  any  type  of  suspension  of 
the  sentence  imposed  upon  crimi¬ 
nals.” 

A  letter  to  the  editor  in  this  issue 
has  additional  information  on  this 
petition  and  how  to  implement  it. 


The  Hensleys 


The  Rankins 


The  Dentons 


“Northwest  Witness”  elects 

_  _  _  % 

J.  L.  Watters  as  editor 


Spiritual  awakening 
meet  cancelled 


“It’s  Nice  to  be  Nice”  will  be  the 
theme  for  two  GA  Mother/ Daughter 
Weekends  at  Camp  Garaywa,  April 
6-7  and  April  13-14. 

The  weekend  of  April  13-14  is  now 
filled  to  capacity,  bat  space  is  avail¬ 
able  for  April  6-7.  The  first  weekend 
has  been  promoted  for  grades  1-3,  bat 
it  is  now  open  for  all  GAs  in  grades 
14. 

Program  guests  for  April  6-7  in¬ 
cludes  Bobbye  and  Jerry  Rankin, 
missionaries  to  Indonesia;  Rachel 
DuBard,  missionary  to  Liberia;  and 
Vivian  Reeves,  director  of  children’s 
work,  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson. 

Program  guests  for  April  13-14  are 
Dan  and  Libby  Panter,  former  mi^ 
sionaries  to  Togo;  Charlotte  Her¬ 
rington,  home  misisonary  in  Meri¬ 
dian;  and  Ashley  McCaleb,  consul¬ 
tant,  state  WMU  Department. 

Registration  for  both  weekends 
will  begin  at  4  p.m.  on  Friday,  and 
activities  conclude  with  lunch  on 
Saturday. 

Ck)st  for  the  weekend  is  $15  per  per¬ 
son. 

Contact  the  WMU  Department, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  to  make  reserva¬ 
tions  for  the  April  6-7  GA  Mother/ 
Daughter  Weekend. 


Cancellation  of  the  Prayer  and 
Spiritual  Awakening  Conference  that 
PORTLAND,  Ore.  (BP) — James  Manteca,  Calif.  was  scheduled  for  March  29-31  in 

L.  Watters,  52,  a  Southern  Baptist  The  Northwest  board  agreed  to  Hattiesburg  has  been  announced  by 
missionary  to  Japan  for  20  years,  has  allow  him  to  assume  the  editorship  of  Guy  Henderson,  director  of  the 
been  elec^  editor  of  the  Northwest  the  15,000  circulation  semi-monthly  Evangelism  Department  for  the  Mis- 
Baptist  Witness,  newsjoumal  of  the  in  July.  Carol  Rathbun,  who  was  as-  sissippi  Baptist  G)nvention  Board. 

Northwest  Baptist  Convention.  sociate  editor  to  Hollinger,  will  con-  The  Evangelism  Department  was  to 

Watters  succeeds  Herbert  V.  Hoi-  tinue  as  interim  editor,  with  assis-  have  been  the  sponsor  of  the  confer- 
linger,  who  resigned  in  August  1963,  tance  from  retired  editor  C.  E.  Boyle,  ence. 
to  assume  the  editorship  of  the 

Watters  is  chaplain  of  the  Kobe  CONTACT  needs  counselors 

Friendship  House  in  Kobe,  Japan, 

011^  director  of  the  Liter&ture  CONTACT,  the  only  24  hour  tele*  «j3ckson,  snd  h  member  of  the  r^ 
Evangelism  Project  of  the  Japan  Phone  crisis  center  in  Jackson,  is  cruitment  committee  on  the  Board  of 
Baptist  Mission  He  is  a  native  of  looking  for  some  people  who  are  wil-  Directors  for  CONTACT. 

Ada,  Okla.,  and  a  graduate  of  East  Ung  to  be  professionally  trained  to  do 

Llentral  State  (College  in  Ada,  as  well  volunteer  telephone  counseling,  ac-  Gasses  start  March  20.  Additional 
as  Golden  Gate  Seminary.  cording  to  J.  M.  Wood,  minister  of  information  may  be  obtained  by  cal- 

Prior  to  becoming  a  foreign  mis-  ntiusic  at  Broadmoor  Church,  ling  969-7272. 

sionary,  he  was  pastor  churches  in 
Vannoss,  Okla.,  and  Gridley  and 


Champion  buses  give 
you  quality  construction 
and  the  RIGHT  PRICE. 


No  cloud  can  overshadow  a  true 
LJhristian  but  his  faith  will  discern  a 
rainbow  in  it.— George  Home 


Cliff  Temple  Church  Natehez  broadc^  Feb.  25  from  Camp  David, 
(Adams):  March  18-23;  Milton Koon  concluded  his  latest 

of  Boonevill^evangelist;  Hubert  ^  declaring:  “If  ever 

Greer  of  Broi^aven,  music  direc-  there  wlTa  Ume  for  y^,  the  good 
tor,  Sunday  at  11  a.in.  ai^  7  P-n®.,  people  of  the  country,  to  make  your 
wwkday  se^»^  at  10:30  ajn.  and  ^eard,  to  make  the  mighty 

7:15  p.m.;  W.  G.  Dowdy,  pastor.  of  your  wiU  the  decisive  force 

Eastside,  Pearl,  March  11-15,  Sun-  ”  ^.haUa  of  Congress,  that  time  is 

dayatlla.m.  and  7  p.m.;  weekdays  •  ..  ., 

at  7:30  p.m.;  evangelist,  Gary  Bow-  pr^ident  came  in 

lin,  vocational  evangelist  from  address  to  ba^  up  Uie 

Brandon;  music  leader,  Joe  Vance, 

minister  of  music  at  Eastside;  pas-  “volu^”  prayer  was  the  assur- 

tor,  Howard  Benton.  ^ 

that  no  child  would  be  forced  to  recite 

Benton  Chnrdi  (Yazoo):  March  a  prayer.” 

9-11;  Glenn  Davis,  pastor  of  Calvary  On  other  occasions,  administration 
CHiurch,  Newton,  evangelist;  Dale  officials  have  explained  this  to  mean 
Little,  pastor  in  West,  guest  musi-  children  and  young  people  who  object 
Common  sense  is  genius  dressed  in  cian;  Lee  Rodgers,  pastor;  services  to  the  recitation  of  prayers  in  their 
its  working  clothes.— Ralph  Waldo  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  lunch  served  fol-  classes  would  be  excus^  from  par- 
Emerson  lowing  the  11  a.m.  Sunday  service,  tidpating. 


Whether  you  offer  public  or  private  transportation, 
Champion  has  the  right  bus  for  you.  •Five  lengths  to 
choose  from.  •Seating  for  14  to  30  passengers.  •Op¬ 
tions  tike  lavatory,  wheel-chair  lift,  diesel  engines. 
•All  steel  frame  and  chassis  (not  aluminum)  for 
durability  and  strength.  •Foamed-in-place  insula¬ 
tion  under  aluminum  exterior  panels.  See  us  today 
for  a  test  drive. 

4|b  CHampion 

HOME  BUILDERS  CO 

Contact  Rod  Brasfield 
Harry  Vickery  Bus  Sales 
Greenville,  MS  38701 
k  Phone  (601 )  335-4581 
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- - Devotional - 

A  fussing  church 

By  Armond  D.  Taylor,  f  astor,  Summerwood,  Olive  Branch 
I  Cor.  1:10-12 

It  seems  that  a  divisive  spirit  is  engulfing  our  churches  like  never  before. 

My  uncle  tells  of  the  following  experience  relative  to  his  Christian  pilgrim¬ 
age.  His  young  teenage  son  became  interested  in  the  church  and  was  in 
attendance  on  a  regular  basis.  Each  Sunday  uptm  arrival 
home  from  church  his  dad  would  say,  “Well,  what  did  you 
all  fuss  about  at  church  today?”  On  one  such  occasionjhe 
boy  became  a  little  irritated  and  said  to  his  dad,  “If  you 
are  so  interested,  why  don’t  you  go  down  and  find  out  for 
yourself?”  The  dad  wanted  to  belt  the  boy,  but  somehow 
he  couldn’t,  for  in  that  mcmient  conviction  crept  into  his 
heart.  He  did  go  to  church  later  and  found  Jesus  as  Savior, 
and  has  served  the  Lord  faithfully  across  the  years. 

The  apostle  Paul  states  in  Ephesians  4:25b— “That 
Taylor  Christ  loved  the  church  and  gave  himself  for  it.”  The 
church  with  all  its  problems  still  represents  the  best  hope  fw  our  kind  of 
world.  We  would  be  wise  to  give  our  best  time,  talent,  and  resources  to  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Yet,  it  is  possible  for  us  to  live  in  a  manner  so  as  to 
bring  shame  and  disgrace  on  the  church  of  God. 

Many  people  have  a  false  concept  of  the  purpose  of  the  church.  They  think  it 
a  place  to  vie  for  power  and  position.  Some  think  it  is  a  place  only  for  the 
perfect  and  the  good.  If  a  person  who  has  missed  the  way  cannot  find  forgive¬ 
ness,  acceptance,  and  love  within  the  diurch  of  the  living  God,  where  can  he 
find  it?  We  go  to  church  to  worship  God,  to  receive  spiritual  nourishment,  to 
find  strength  for  the  journey,  to  have  fellowship  with  God’s  people— not  to 
clamor  for  our  way  and  our  will  to  prevail. 

What  do  divisions  do?  Divisions  paralyze  the  local  church  (v.  10).  Divisions 
scandalize  the  membershp  of  the  church  (v.  11).  Divisions  je<^ardize  the 
leadership  of  the  church  (v.  12). 

What  is  the  cure  for  divisions?  This  church  at  Corinth  that  started  with  so 
much  promise  and  potential  was  oih  the  verge  of  ceasing  to  exist.  Paul  states 
in  I  Cor.  3 : 1-3  that  the  basic  cause  for  this  divisive  spirit  was  the  immaturity 
of  its  membership. 

The  cure  for  divisions,  according  to  Paul,  was  a  return  to  the  person  of 
Christ,  a  return  to  the  centrality  of  the  cross.  They  had  decentralized  the 
person  of  Christ.  Paul  brings  them  back  to  Christ  (I  Cor.  2:2). 

We  need  to  return,  repent,  and  restore  Christ  to  his  rightful  place  in  the 
church.  The  words  from  this  song  gives  us  the  key— 

“Turn  your  eyes  upon  Jesus 
Look  full  in  his  wc^erful  face. 

And  the  things  of  earth 
Will  grow  strangely  dim 
In  the  light  of  his  glory  and  grace.” 

Place  Christ  first  and  we  will  cease  being  a  “fussing  church.” 


Tommy  and  Diane  Winders  of 
Tupelo  are  beginning  their  14th  year 
in  full  time  evangelism  this  month. 
During  their  ministry  in  full  time 
evangelism,  they  have  preached  and 
sung  in  313  revivals  in  22  different 
states;  they  have  conducted  105  revi¬ 
vals  in  their  home  state  of  Missis¬ 
sippi.  Tommy  and  Diane  live  in 
Tupelo  with  their  two  children,  Kristi 
and  Brian,  and  are  members  of  Har¬ 
risburg  Baptist  Church,  Larry  W. 
Fields,  pastor. 

Perry  Neal,  former  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  and 
former  associate  minister  at  First 
Church,  Biloxi,  has  completed  his 
ninth  year  in  full-time  evangelism, 
and  his  26th  year  in  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel.  Neal  lives  now  In 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  at  4418  Wares 
Ferry  Road. 

D.  C.  Black,  a  native  of  Oxford, 
Miss.,  who  served  as  superintendent 
*  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Children’s 
y  Home  in  Monroe  from  1946  until  retirv 
ing  in  1962,  died  Feb.  26.  He  was  87. 

Funeral  services  were  Feb.  28  at 
College  Place  Baptist  Church  in 
Monroe  with  Robert  L.  Lee,  Walter 
Mangham,  Wade  B.  East,  and  T; 
Earl  Ogg  officiating. 

Survivors  includes  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Daisy  Black,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs. 

,  GraHv  Merriman,  both  of  Monroe. 


Rankin  County  rally 
looks  at  Bangladesh 


More  than  450  Rankin  County  Bap¬ 
tists  attended  a  missions  rally  and 
banquet  Feb.  17  at  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  as  part  of  their 
“Partnership  in  ih’ayer  and  Minis¬ 
try”  emphasis. 

Featured  speaker  was  Thomas  E. 
Thurman,  general  evangelist, 
stationed  in  Gopalgonj,  District, 
Faridpur,  Banglade^. 

Thurman,  a  native  of  Monticello, 
Miss.,  said  people  will  approach  him 
asking,  “Would  you  come  and  share 
with  us  your  book  which  we  heard  has 
come  down  frcHn  heaven?” 

Thurman  works  in  an  area  where 
48  churches  serve  a  population  of 
three  million  and  where  he  is  the  only 
Southern  Baptist  missionary.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Clarke  and  Mississippi 
College,  and  New  Orieans  Seminary. 
He  and  his  wife  Gloria  have  two  sons. 

One  of  his  prize  possessions,  he 
said,  is  a  llOra  Honda  motor  bike 


purchased  by  funds  from  the  Lottie 
Moon  offering  for  foreign  missions, 
which  provides  his  transportation  on 
otherwise  impassable  roads. 

A  highlight  of  the  banquet  was  a 
parade  of  flags  of  the  nations,  and 
special  music  by  the  Sunshine  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  sanctuary  choir,  direct^ 
by  Bob  Coleman.  Special  music  con¬ 
sisting  of  contemporary  Christian 
songs  written  by  Eddie  Ray,  a  senior 
at  Mississippi  College,  “Living  in  the 
Li0it,”  and  “His  Instrumoit,”  were 
performed  by  vocalists  Anita  Ren- 
froe,  Cecelia  Renfroe,  and  Ray. 

Testimonies  were  offered  by  R.  C. 
Rice  of  Star  Church  and  moderator  of 
Rankin  Association,  Mrs.  Dianne 
Phillips,  WMU  director  at  Central 
Chun^,  and  Terrell  Blanton,  deacmi 
chairman  at  Liberty  Church. 

The  rally-banquet  is  sponsored  by 
the  Rankin  Association’s  WMU  and 
Brotherhood. 


Tom  Thurman 


Where  to  buy  World’s  Fair  tickets? 


People  planning  to  attend  the  1984 
Louisiana  World  Exposition  in  New 
Orleans  this  year  can  purchase  their . 
tickets  through  the  Louisiana- 
World’s  Fair  Ministries. 

Serving  as  an  outreadi  ministry  of 
the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches,  Louisiana  World’s  Fair 
Ministries  will  be  a  participant  in  the 
World’s  Fair  which  will  be  held  May 
12  through  Nov.  11, 1964. 

Purchasing  the  tickets,  which  can 
be  mailed  to  the  potential  fair-goer, 
not  only  allows  the  ticket  holder  to 


attend  the  events  of  the  Louisiana 
World’s  Fair,  but  also  helps  Under¬ 
write  the  expense  for  this  ambitious 
inter-denominational  ministry. 

A  peremtage  of  the  purchase  price 
oi  every  ticket  bought  goes  toward 
the  ministry.  The  cost  of  the  LWFM 
pavilion  and  subsequent  activities 
has  been  set  at  $1.2  million.  Most  of 
the  on-site  staff  will  be  volunteers, 
including  ministers  and  church 
members  from  nearly  every  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  Greater  New  Or¬ 
leans  area. 


There  is  no  additional  charge  for 
purchasing  tickets  through  the 
World’s  Fair  Ministries. 

Through  May  11  the  Adult  Passport 
will  cost  $120  and  the  Child/ Senior 
Citizen  Passport  will  be  $90.  Adult 
one-day  passes  are  $15  and  two-day 
passes  are  $28.  Child/Senior  Citizen 
one-day  passes  are  $14  and  two-day 
passes  are  $26. 

Tickets  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Louisiana  World’s  Fair  Ministries, 
P.  O.  Box  50440,  New  Orleans,  La., 
70150-9969. 


Mrs.  Sadie  Hopkins,  mother  of 
Mrs.  Ralph  Noonkester  of  Hatties¬ 
burg,  was  buried  in  Marion,  Va.,  on 
Feb.  25.  Mrs.  Hopkins,  age  79,  had 
lived  in  the  president’s  home  on  the 
William  Carey  College  campus  for 
the  past  28  years.  She  had  beix>me  a 
widow  following  the  accidental  death 
of  her  husband,  a  sheriff  in  Virginia, 
about  the  same  time  that  her  son-in- 
law,  Ralph  Noonkester,  became 
president  of  Carey  College.  During 
these  years  Mrs.  Hopkins  has  been  a 
■part  of  the  “first  family”  on  campus 
and  a  regular  participant  in  the  life  of 
the  students  and  the  college.  She  was 
a  member  of  First  Church,  Hat- 
tieburg. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CEQL  COLE  were 
honored  Jen.  29,  In  a  service  of  recog¬ 
nition  et  Strayhom  Church  at  Sarah  in 
Northwest  Amociation.  The  Coles,  pic¬ 
tured,  are  retiring  after  his  servirrg  13 
years  as  pastor  of  the  Strayhom 
Church. 


EWILOA  FANCHER  was  chosen  as 
"Skier  of  the  Week"  on  Feb.  16  at  the 
Santa  Fe  Ski  Area,  Santa  Fe,  N.  M., 
while  she  and  her  husband.  James, 
pastor  at  First  Church,  Coffeeville, 
Miss.,  were  attending  the  Ski  Bible 
Conference  at  Qlorieta.  Reported  an 
observer,  Mrs-  Fancher  surprised  her¬ 
self  and  delighted  the  ski  school  staff 
by  advancing  onto  the  intermediate 
slopes  after  three  consecutive  days  of 
skiing  at  the  Santa  Fe  Ski  Area.  At  the 
on-start  of  her  newfound  sport,  she 
‘thought  that  she  would  never  make  it.' 
With  determination,  a  positive  attitude, 
and  the  help  of  the  ski  school,  she  had  a 
super  time  and  was  chosen  as  the 
'Skier  of  the  Week'  for  her  delightful 
personality  and  skiing  abilities." 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Mar.  11  Home  Mission  Day  in  the  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 

Mar.  11-18  Youth  Week  (CT  Em(rfiasis) 

Mar.  13  Celebrate  Family  Rally;  FBC,  Jackson;  10  a.m.-4  p.m'  (CT) 
Mar.  15-16  Statewide  Church  Extension  Conference;  Baptist  Buiding; 

Noon,  15th-Noon,  16th  (CbMi) 

Mar.  17  Associational  Youth  Night  (CT  Emphasis) 

Kindergarten  /  Day  (i:are  Ginic ;  Woodville  Heights  BC,  Jackson ; 
9  a.m.-4  p.m.  (CAPM) 

Missions  Day  Camping  Conference;  Camp  Garaywa;  10  a.m.-2 
p.m.  (WMU) 


It  reaches 
’round  the  world 


cooPEMJMTvm  wmoemAMt 


By.  W.  W.  Walley,  Waynesboro  layman 


God’s  plan  almost  always  involves 
a  man  and  I  am  grateful  that  when  he 
implanted  the  i(tea  of  the  Cooperative 
Program  in  the  fertile  mincls  of  our 
forefathers  many  years  ago  that  man 
was  s«)sitive  enough  to  the  wooing  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  let  that  seed  germi¬ 
nate  and  our  Southern  Baptist  (Con¬ 
vention  (Cooperative  Program  was 
born  and  nurtured  to  maturity. 

Not  only  have  our  churches  be- 
nefitted  from  that  but  people  and  or¬ 
ganizations  all  ovw  the  world  have 


joined  in  the  harvest. 

In  my  travels  to  all  of  the  major 
continents  of  the  world  I  have  not 
found  any  program  for  financing 
church  ai^  church  related  work  that 
comes  close  to  our  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
-am.  It  is  the  envy  of  other  evangel¬ 
ical  groups. 

It  is  comforting  to  know  that  when  I 
make  a  contribution  to  my  local 
church  a  percentage  of  that  gift  goes 
fw  Baptist  causes  around  the  world. 

To  God  Be  The  Glory. 


Missionary  couples  evacuate  to  Cyprus 


hit?”  she  asked  herself  before  realiz-  not  before  they  had  kicked  in  a  door 
was  125  ocean  miles  away  panel. 

the  peaceful  little  port  city  of  Lar-  myself  wasn’t 

naca,  Cyprus.  scared,  but  I  couldn’t  sleep  the  first 

Meriam  was  here,”  she  admitted  in 

volunteer  from  Dayton,  Ohib,  stood  Lamaca.  “I  finally  came  to  grips 
smiling  on  a  dock  in  Lamaca  as  she  with  the  fact  I  was  scared.” 
greeted  missionaries  arriving  from  '  The  Foxes  were  among  six  adults 
Lebanon.  She  and  her  husband  had  and  five  children  from  the  Southern 
evacuated  five  days  earlier,  but  she  Baptist  mission  in  Lebanon 
still  jump^  when  she  heard  an  unex-  evacuated  to  Lamaca  aboard  the  Un- 
pect^  noise  down  the  dock.  ited  States  transport  ships  Man- 

Although  they  had  again  been  itowoc  and  Trenton.  Another  missio- 
spared  physical  harm,  their  senses  nary  couple,  Ed  and  Anne  Nicholas, 

were  reminding  them  Southern  Bap-  from  Centerville,  Mich.,  and  Fort  BBBBBHHHI^^^w'^O^  " 

tist  misisonary  and  volunteer  Worth,  Texas,  followed  five  days  „  „ 

families  in  Lebanon  didn’t  escape  later  on  a  QjXhmercial  ferry  boat.  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Anne  NichoJas  (center)  gets  a  hug  from  first-term 

Beirut’s  most  recent  trauma.  Fourteen  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Russell  Futrell  (blond),  from  Pineville.  La.,  as  she  and  her  husband. 

Just  10  days  earlier,  Mrs.  Fox  had  sionaries  and  four  missionary  kids  Sd(leftinovercoat),waittosotfootinCyprusfromthoCypriotforrySolGeorgio8. 
been  frightened  as  re^gees  attemp-  remain  in  Lebanon.  Nicholases,  from  Centerville,  Mich.,  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  were  delayed  in 

ted  to  break  down  her  door  and  take  Missionaries  said  the  mood  was  ®y®cuating  Lebanon  by  two  days  because  of  rough  seas.  Futrell  was  in  the  earlier 
over  the  apartment  she  and  her  hus-  different  this  time  in  the  city  where  evacuation  but  came  to  greet  his  missionary  colleagues.  (BP) 

band  occupied  in  west  Beirut.  merchants  are  known  for  reopening  Webb. 

Steve  Fox,  a  pastor,  was  at  Univer-  their  shops  the  day  after  heavy  fight- 

sity  Baptist  Church  witnessing  to  ing.  This  time,  the  streets  of  west  missionary  principal  Jim  Ragland,  A  frightened  Moslem  mother  of  two 
three  men  when  his  wife  heard  Beirut  filled  with  armed  men— some  of  Wetumka,  Okla.  He  credited  the  phoned  Mrs.  Sacco  shortly  before  the 
pounding  at  the  door  of  their  apart-  wearing  scarves  across  their  intervention  of  influential  friends  of  Sacco  family  left  west  Beirut  in  the 
ment.  Through  the  peephole  she  faces— aiid  many  residents  chose  the  the  prominent  school.  American  Embassy-sponsored 

could  see  a  hallway  full  of  people.  refuge  of  basements.  Reports  circulated  of  families  or-  evacuation  Feb.  10. 

Quickly  barricading  the  door  with  Militiamen  commandered  bull-  dered  at  gunpoint  to  vacate  their  The  young  woman  told  her  missio- 
an  iron  bar,  she  tried  unsuccessfully  dozers,  trucks  and  other  vehicles  as  homes  or  to  empty  their  wallets,  nary  friend  about  a  nagging  night- 
to  phone  her  husband  and  their  land-  they  swept  through  west  Beirut  Feb.  First-term  missionary  Russell  Fut-  mare  she  first  had  a  year  earlier:  ‘T 
lord.  Finally  she  began  throwing  6.  Someone  stole  a  van  from  Beirut  rell,  from  Pineville,  La.,  said:  “You  dreamed  you  were  leaving.  I  tried  to 
pieces  of  antique  pottery  downjo  the  Baptist  School  but  later  returned  it  to  could  feel  the  tension  in  the  air.”  go  with  you  but  they  wouldn’t  let 


WMU  fanfare 
unveils  Vision 


tor  of  Eastlawn  Church,  Pascagoula,  Calhoun  Lkninty. 

has  ao^pted  the  pastorate  at  South-  ,,^5  accepted  the  paste- 

side  Church,  Lucedale,  George  rate  of  Uberty  Road  Church,  Cal- 

1  jn  hounCkHinty. 

He  served  Eastlawn  six  years  and  9 

months.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Baptist  Edward  Pendergrast  began  his 
Bible  Institute,  Graceville,  Fla.,  and  pastorate  at  Glendale  Church, 
New  Orleans' Seminary'.  Greenville,  on  March  4.  He  moved 

from  Calhoun  Cteunty. 

Gloria  Speed  has  resigned  as 

minister  of  music  and  youth  at  First  Buddy  Trull  has  accepted  the  pas- 
Church,  Gillette,  Fla.,  to  become  torate  of  Midway  C^iurch,  Calhoun 
minister  of  education  and  youth,  Cteunty.  He  goes  from  FirsfOiurch, 
First  Church,  Okolona.  Roy  (Thristeval,  Tex. 

McHenry  is  paster.  Rick„  Johnston.  native  oi 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— With  the  “We  want  to  establish  an  enl^ment 
fanfare  of  a  national  political  conven-  mind-set  among  current  WMU 
tion.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  members,”  said  Weatherford. 

SBC  unveiled  its  new  enlistment  plan  People  involved  in  “Vision  88”  will 

at  the  1984  Executive  Board  Meeting  make  personal  contact  with  a  pros- 
in  Shocco  Springs,  Ala.  pective  member.  Enlistment  will  be 

“Vision  88”  will  be  the  theme  of  considered  complete  when  the  new 
WMU’s  effort  to  bring  membership  member  grows  to  realize  her  role  in 
up  to  a  total  of  two  million  women, 
girls,  and  preschoolers  for  quality 
missions  education.  The  plan  will  be 
in  effect  through  September,  1968. 

Flashing  placards  and  state  pride, 

WMU  representatives  announced 
their  individual  state  goals. 

“Vision  88”  cotnes  on  the  heels  of 
WMU’s  National  Enlargement  Plan 
(NEP),  a  just-ended  three  year  pro¬ 
gram  to  start  WMU  in  every  church 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  (^vention. 

Although  not  started  in  every  church, 

WMUs  were  begun  in  3,173  churches. 

The  need  and  enthusiasm  for  mis¬ 
sions  L _ „ 

NEP  convinced  WMU  leaders  that  workers.  They  would  provide  enlist- 
“Vision  88”  was  a  viable  and  neces-  ment  training  and  consultation  for  will  be  having  a  lay  renewal  em 
sary  follow-up.  state',  associational  and  church  atuti  -  _ 

“  ‘Vision  88’  is  without  apology  an  ences.  ’-i' 

emphasis  on  numbers.  We  dare  to 
dream  of  what  could  happen  in  mis-  fifteen  regional  enlistment  training  Youths  are  included  in  this  meeting, 
sions  if  twice  as  many  women,  girls,  clinics.  Conference  leaders  and  This  evoit  is  42  hours  long.  “This  is  a 
and  preschoolers  were  enrolled  in  trainers  for  state  and  associational  people-to-people  experience  rather 
quality  missions  education,”  said  enlistment  events  would  be  oriented  than  pulpit-to-pew.  This  is  layman 
Carolyn  Weatherford,  WMU,  SBC  in  Birmingham.  sharing  with  layman  how  he  has  dis- 

executive  director.  (Sisson  writes  for  Woman’s  Mis-  covered  a  meaningful  faith,”  said 

The  press  will  be  for  involvement,  sionary  Union,  SBC.)  James  Jeffreys,  pastor. 


WMU. 

“Vision  88”  aiso  calls  for  improved 
quality  in  existing  WMU  woiii.  “As 
we  look  at  enlistment  potential  we 
also  are  examining  the  product,  to  be 
sure  that  WMU  is  worthwhile  and  at¬ 
tractive  for  today’s  busy  person,” 
said  Weatherford. 

The  new  enlistment  plan  will  seek  with  Carolyn  Weatherford,  WMU.  SBC 
to  accommodate  schedules  of  people  executive  director, 
from  all  lifestyles,  ages,  and  in¬ 
terests.  j  1 

Tentative  plans  for  training  in-  TCIlCWal 

-  cludeanationalE^istment'IYm^^^  Arlington 

education  discovered  through  Team  of  at  least  100  national  special  ^5 


new  WMU  enlistment  plan,  "Vision  88,"  cept  the  call  to  Meadowbrook  B^BHUBI  March  4,  at  10:30 
with  a  goal  of  80.8(X)  members  by  1988.  Church,  Oxford,  Ala.,  as  paster.  He  proces- 

Pictured  are  Mississippi  WMU  execu-  served  in  Moss  Point  for  2  1/2  years.  sional  led  by  the 

five  director  Mariean  Patt.r«,n  (left).  has  resigned  as  minister  KT^  V  7 

of  education  at  So^  Louisville  W2  W 
Church,  Louisville,  to  accept  the 

position  as  minister  of  education  and  &  p  a#  q  ar/.h 

administration  with  First  Church,  ® 

Rogers,  Ark.  Other  churches  he  has 
s^ed  in  Mississippi  were  Briar- 

wood  Drive,  Jackson,  and  First  o^i-  ^  mini«t4>r  Riii 

Church,  Ridgeland.  new  minister.  Bill  Os- 

bom,  on  behalf  of  the  congregation, 

phasis  on  March  16,  17  and  18.  The  Moi^  has  been  called  as  pas-  presented  the  pulpit.  Johnston  closed 

meetings  will  start  at  6:30  p.m.  on  ^  Delisle  Church.  Gulf  Coast.  ..  the  ceremony  with  his  first  sermon  to 
Other  tentative  plans  include  ten  to  Friday  with  a  covered  dish  supper.  Ab  idle  Christian  is  a  contradiction  congregation. 

in  terms.— TTiomas  Guthrie  Johnston  is  a  graduate.  University 

of  Southern  Mississipfti  and  New  Or- 
EUlt  Jones  has  resigned  as  paster  leans  Seminary.  He  has  served  pas- 
of  Michael  Memorial  (Church,  Gulf  torates  in  several  Mississippi  com- 
Coast.  munities,  most  recently  at  Aberdeen. 

Maxwell  Price  has  begun  his  Prior  to  entering  the  ministry,  he  was 
ministry  as  pastor  of  Union  Church,  an  elementary  school  teacher. 


Bible  Book 


Life  and  Work 


Manasseh’s  long  and  evil  reign 


By  Bill  Causey,  pastor,  Parkway,  Jackson 
II  Kings  21:L-2C 


The  good  king  Hezekiah  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  son  Manasseh  who 
began  a  period  of  evil  that  was  to  last 
55  years.  It  began  with  his  restoring 
the  worship  of  idols.  But  not  merely  a 
few— it  appears  he  built  a  “high 
place”  for  every  form  of  evil  he  had 
heard  of. 

I.  Evil  and  its  forms  (1-6) 

He  built  altars  for  Baal  and 
Asherah,  which  involved  sexual  im¬ 
morality.  He  worshipped  the  host  of 
heaven— the  stars  and  heavenly 
bodies.  He  desecrated  the  house  of 
the  Lord  which  had  been  intended 
exclusively  for  Jehovah  ( v.  4).  He  put 
pagan  altars  even  in  the  temple  area 
(V.  5).  He  not  only  did  this  for  the 
other  people,  but  practiced  these 
himself.  Verse  6  recites  a  list  of  th¬ 
ese:  child  sacrifice  of  his  own  son; 
consulted  witches  and  looked  for 
signs  (divination);  and  consulted 
mediums  and  spiritists  who  claimed 
to  receive  information  from  the  dead. 
It  was  as  though  he  were  trying  de¬ 
liberately  to  provoke  God  (v.  6b).  He 
even  put  the  carved  female  form  of 
the  Asherah  in  the  temple  itself  in 
Jerusalem  (v.  7).  ,, 

To  understand  the  tragedy  of  these 
practices,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  these  were  preferred  to  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  true  God  who  had  revealed 
himself  to  them  and  had  clearly 
shown  them  the  way  of  truth.  Fear 
and  superstition  derive  from  these 
false  gods  and  reveal  the  desperation 
of  those  who  would  not  listen  to 


Jehovah.  In  these  forms  of  worship 
they  tried  to  magically  manipulate 
the  elements  of  the  natural  order 
which  they  (wrongly)  thought  con¬ 
trolled  their  lives;  such  as  the  stars 
(astrology),  or  five  (fire  god 
Molech),  or  fertility  (Baal  and 
Asherah).  These  disclose  the 
superstitious  fears  of  the  people  and 
the  uncivilizing  effects  engendered 
by  false  religion. 

II.  Truth  and  its  exclusiveness  (7-f ) 
Jehovah’s  covenant  love  for  his 
people  dictated  that  they  not  intro¬ 
duce  idolatry  and  its  attendant  evils. 
Even  at  Sinai— in  the  Ten 
Commandments— he  warned  that  he 
was  “a  jealous  God”  (Deut.  5:8-10). 
Jealous  does  not  mean  selfish.  It 
means  there  is  an  exclusiveness  and 
singlemindedness  that  protects  those 
whom  he  loves  with  the  truth.  It  is  the 
heart’s  protection  against  the  down¬ 
ward  tug  of  superstitions.  It  is  protec¬ 
tion  against  the  fragmenting  effects 
of  enshrining  that  which  is  false,  no 
matter  how  appealing  to  human  na¬ 
ture.  ' 

The  civilizing  and  lifting  of  the  so¬ 
cial  order,  then  or  now,  rests 
squarely  upon  the  worship  of  God  and 
practices  consistent  with  his  re¬ 
vealed  truth.  The  truth  (v.  8)  was 
clear  but  Manasseh  in  his  evil 
seduced  (v.  9)  his  own  people, 

m.  Evil  and  its  consequences  (10-26) 
Prophecy  was  directed  against 
Manasseh  and  the  land  of  Jud^  be¬ 
cause  of  its  great  wickedness,  (kxl 


warned  that  the  calamity  would  be  so 
^eat  as  to  cause  “the  ears  to  tingle” 
if  one  heard  of  it  (v.  12).  He  used  the 
same  standard  of  righteousness  as  a 
plumbline  which  he  used  on  Ahab  and 
Samaria  (v.  13).  Jerusalem  will  be 
wiped  out  and  God  will  not  help  them 
(vss.  14-15). 

Manasseh’s  accommodation  toevil 
resulted  in  the  shedding  of  innocent 
blood  (V.  16).  The  self-destruct 
mechanism  in  evil  caused  a  tide  of 
violence  against  his  own  people 
which  forever  stands  with  idolatry  as 
a  twin  monument  to  his  evil  reign. 
He  was  not  buried  with  the  other 
kings  but  in  the  garden  of  his  own 
house. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Amon 
(v.  19)  who  tragically  “walked  in  the 
way  his  father  had  walked”  (v.  21) 
and  didn’t  follow  the  Lord.  This  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  assassination  ( v.  23)  and 
he  too  was  buried  in  the  garden  of 
Uzza  beside  his  father  (v.  26).  The 
evil  of  one  generation  profoundly  af¬ 
fected  the  next-^s  always. 

That  a  nation’s  destiny  is  inherent 
in  its  decisions  related  to  (^’s  laws 
of  morality  and  truth  is  a  less<Hi  our 
own  nation  needs  to  relearn.  Perver¬ 
sions  of  the  truth  di.sgnispH  as  relig¬ 
ion  are  particularly  dangerous  be¬ 
cause  they  are  awarded  a  status  by 
society  which  disarms  its  citizens 
and  makes  them  vulnerable.  The 
most  basic  and  meaningful  thing  a 
person  can  do  for  his  nation  is  to  wor¬ 
ship  and  serve  the  God  of  truth. 


Uniform 


Jesus  encounters  hostility 

By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Tnpdo 
Mark  2:15-17,  22  to  3:6 


The  hostility  toward  Jesus  that  was 
to  culminate  in- his  crucifixim  was 
inevi^ble  as  he  proclaimed  an  hon¬ 
est,  practical,  religion  of  love  in  a 
world  of  ritualism,  self-right¬ 
eousness,  and  moth-eaten  tradition. 
His  example  of  what  is  good  and  his 
rebuke  of  that  which  is  evil  was  to 
generate  a  hatred  that  knew  no 
bounds.  (Xu*  lesson  today  shows  the 
nature  of  the  criticism  that  was  to 
follow  him  throughout  his  earthly 
ministry  and  the  trend  that  it  would 
take. 

Criticized  for  associating  with  sin¬ 
ners  (2:15-17).  One  can  understand 
the  shock  of  the  self-righteous  scribes 
and  Pharisees  when  they  saw  Jesus 
eating  with  the  despised  publicans 
and  sinners.  They  would  surely  ques¬ 
tion  his  sincerity,  his  genuineness,  or 
his  intelligence  while  missing  the 
point  that  God  loves  all  p>eople  and 
that  Christ  came  to  offer  salvation  to 
everyone. 

Here  is  presented  the  truth  that  one 
can  hate  sin  and  still  love  the  sinner. 
Whoever  you  are  who  read  these 
words,  know  that  (^rist  loves  you  re¬ 
gardless  of  who  you  are  or  what  you 
have  done.  If  humanity  could  have 
lived  perfect  lives,  there  would  have 
been  no  need  of  his  coming.  He  came 
to  heal  the  disobedient,  dirty,  weak, 
sinful  souls  who  will  accept  his  cure 
and  forgiveness,  sweet  young  boys 


and  girls,  or  anyone  else  who  will  re¬ 
ceive  him. 

Criticized  for  working  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  (2:23-28).  When  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  pulled  ears  of  com  and  ate 
them  on  the  Sabbath,  the  Pharisees 
questioned  as  to  why  they  did  that 
which  was  not  lawful  for  them  to  do 
on  that  day.  These  verses  were  not 
given  to  excuse  us  from  obedience  to 
(jod’s  laws  but  to  show  that  man  was 
not  made  for  the  law,  but  the  law  for 
man.  People  are  more  precious  than 
rules.  Even  the  Old  Testament 
prophets  tempered  their  pro¬ 
nouncements  of  judgment  with 
mercy.  Rules  and  regulations  are 
necessary  in  a  complex  society  for 
our  safety  and  order,  but  they  are 
made  for  our  good  and  not  for  any 
arbitrary  purpose. 

To  illustrate  this  fact,  Jesus 
pointed  to  their  beloved  King  David 
to  show  that  he  recognized  this  truth 
when  he  and  his  men  went  into  the 
house  of  God  in  the  days  of  Abiathar 
the  high  priest  and  ate  the  shew 
bread  which  was  lawful  for  only  the 
priests  to  eat.  Today,  though,  as  we 
observe  Sunday  as  the  Lord’s  Day, 
we  need  to  remember  that  man  is  so 
made  as  to  need  a  day  of  rest  and 
spiritual  refreshing.  Many  voices 
claim  our  attention  and  a  busy  world 
demands  our  time.  Thus,  we  need  a 
day  of  physical  relaxation,  times  to 


remember  what  life  is  all  about,  and 
moments  of  commitment  and  dedi¬ 
cation. 

Criticized  for  healing  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  (3:14).  The  growing  nature  of 
the  hostility  is  evident  in  the  fact  that 
Christ’s  enemies  are  now  seen  watch¬ 
ing  him  closely  waiting  for  him  to 
disobey  one  of  their  religious  regula¬ 
tions  in  order  that  they  might  accuse 
.  him.  He  soon  gives  them  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  so  when  once  again  he 
enters  the  synagogue  and  finds  there 
a  man  with  a  withered  hand. 

There  is  no  need  for  the  poor  soul  to 
cry  out,  for  Jesiis  reaches  out  to  him 
and  heals  him.  It  was  apparently  not 
in  his  own  defense,  but  to  teach  the 
Pharisees  a  lesson  that  Christ  asks 
them,  “Is  it  lawful  to  do  good  on  the 
Sabbath  day  or  to  do  evil?  to  save  life, 
or  to  kill?”  They  do  not  answer  for  to 
do  so  would  be  to  condemn  them¬ 
selves.  They  have  no  love  for  their 
fellowman  and  they  hate  Jesus. 
God’s  will  no  longer  matters. 

Hostility  beyond  criticism  (3:6). 
Even  today  when  men  lose  an  argu¬ 
ment,  they  are  prone  to  resort  to  vio¬ 
lence,  and  such  was  to  be  true  in  the 
case  of  the  Pharisees.  Straightway, 
they  took  counsel  with  the  Herodians 
in  an  effort  to  find  a  way  to  destroy 
Jesus.  The  Herodians  were  a  political 
party  which  favored  the  dynasty  of 
Herod.  This  strange  alliance  is  bound 


Establishing  priorities 

By  Gerald  P.  Buckley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Natchez 
Mark  12:13-14 


All  Christians  need  to  establish 
prionties  for  their  lives.  Life  is  a 
series  of  choices.  The  complexity  of 
life  often  makes  choosing  and  follow¬ 
ing  through  very  difficult. 

As  an  aid  in  making  these  choices 
each  Christian  should  establish 
priorities.  Priorities  enable  us  to  give 
ourselves  to  things  having  most 
value  in  CSiristian  living.  The  con¬ 
cern  for  this  lesson  is  the  establishing 
of  right  priorities  for  our  lives. 

I.  The  first  commandment  (Mark 
12:28-31) 

The  Sadducees  were  rich  and  pow¬ 
erful  but  were  no  match  for  Jesus  in 
theological  matters,  so  the  next  one 
to  test  Jesus  was  an  expert  in  the  law. 
“And  one  of  the  scribes  came,  and 
having  heard  them  reasoning  to¬ 
gether,  and  perceiving  that  he  had 
answered  them  well,  asked  him, 
which  is  the  first  commandment  of 
all?” 

Here  is  a  scribe  who  shines  bril¬ 
liantly  in  the  large  and  varied  com¬ 
pany  of  those  who  came  and  asked. 
Like  so  many  great  characters  in  the 
(k>spels,  he  is  anonymous.  He  de¬ 
serves  tp  be  remembered.  Other 
peq}le  came  to  ask  Jesus  questions 
for  so  many  reasons:  to  entrap  him, 
to  block  his  work,  sometimes  merely 
to  show  off.  Here  was  a  man  who  ac¬ 
tually  came  to  learn.  May  his  tribe 
increase. 

Jesus  answered  clearly— “Thou 
shalt  Jove  the  Lord  thy  (fod  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy 
strength:  this  is  the  first  command¬ 
ment.  And  the  second  is  like,  namely 
this,  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.  There  is  none  other  com¬ 
mandment  greater  than  these." 

The  great  contribution  of  Jesus,  in 
his  summary  of  the  law  as  love  to  God 
and  love  to  neighbor,  lay  in  its  selec¬ 
tive  i»1ority.  The  commanding  inior- 
ity  is  faith  ^in  God  and  love  to  God. 
From  that  flows  the  necessary  and 
inevitable  consequence,  love  to 
neighbor.  The  life  with  no  subordina¬ 
tion  is  a  spiritual  and  moral  chaos. 
Love  to  God  will  result  in  love  to 
neighbor. 

The  perfect  example,  of  course,  is 
that  which  Jesus  himself  gives  in  the 
parable  of  the  good  Samaritan.  In 
Luke  it  follows  this  declaration  of  the 
greatest  commandment.  Beside  that 
any  words  of  explanation  are  halting 
prose.  If  one  thinks  of  the  limited, 
immediate  circle  of  face-to-face  rela¬ 
tionships  in  a  small  neighborhood, 
everything  becomes  comparatively 
easy.  But  in  the  parable  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  the  man  who  overstep¬ 
ped  all  existing  borders  to  do  con¬ 
crete,  costly  acts  of  love,  makes  clear 

together  with  almost  nothing  except 
the  common  desire  to  kill  Jesus.  The 
shallowness  of  their  commitment 
and  the  hypocrisy  of  their  defense  of 
the  Sabbath  observance  is  revealed 
by  the  extent  of  their  hatred.  Today 
those  who  would  have  destroyed  the 
Christ  are  but  names  in  our  Bible  and 
on  the  pages  of  history  books.  The 
kingdom  they  opposed  is  found  all 
over  our  world,  and  the  Christ  of  love 
that  they  saw  crucifled  lives  forever 
awaiting  in  heaven  those  who  are  re¬ 
turning  his  love  through  faitlrin  him. 


that  love  of  neighbor  has  no  barriers, 

n.  A  lesson  in  stewardship  (Mark 
12:38-44) 

This  passage  draws  a  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  self-seeking  teachers  or 
scribes  and  a  poor  widow.  They  were 
takers;  she  was  a  giver.  Her  tiny  of¬ 
fering  of  two  mites  moved  the  heart 
of  Jesus  to  such  a  degree  that  her 
story  has  become  immortal. 

This  scornful  picture  of  the  scribes’ 
love  of  prominence,  done  with  mas¬ 
terful  brushwork,  accurate  in  obser¬ 
vation  and  detail,  hits  in  the  very 
center  of  some  dominant  motives  of 
our  time  and  society.  Here  is  no 
period  piece,  some  quaint  glimpse  of 
ancient  snobs  and  self-pushers  in 
Jerusalem.  Every  description  fits 
into  the  1984  scene. 

Jesus  watched  the  people  making 
their  gifts.  The  point  the  Master 
makes  is  blazingly  clear:  the  gift 
which  counts  is  the  gift  which  costs. 
The  distinguishing  mark  of  the 
widow’s  gift,  however,  was  not 
merely  its  proportion  to  her  means. 
There  was  something  in  her  heart 
that  lifted  the  gift  out  of  routine  into 
the  realm  of  sacrifice. 

In  a  fohner  pastorate,  we  were 
building  a  new  sanctuary.  An  appeal 
was  made  for  our  members  to  donate 
pews.  The  most  touching  response 
was  on  the  part  of  an  elderly  widow. 
Her  only  income  was  a  small  social 
security  check.  Her  medical  bills 
were  high.  She  telephoned  to  say  she 
wanted  to  donate  a  pew.  I  tried  to  talk 
her  out  of  her  plan.  She  insisted  and 
said  it  was  something  she  was  eager 
to  do.  For  numy  months  the  church 
received  an  envelope  each  month  in 
addition  to  her  regular  offering.  This 
plain,  white  envelope  contained 
nwney  toward  her  pew.  It  took  her 
over  a  year,  but  she  gave  the  entire 
amount.  Her  attitude  and  example 
were  a  blessing  to  many  in  that 
church.  Love  will  find  a  way  to  give. 

When  angry,  count  ten;  if  very  an¬ 
gry,  count  a  hundred  — Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson 

As  daylight  can  be  seen  through 
small  holes,  so  do  little  things  show  a 
person’s  character.— Samuel  Butler 
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